


From the Pastor. ..

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY BEINGS...

Reprinted from last week: As a
people we are called to PRAYER, FASTING
AND ALMS GIVING. Each family is invited
to enter this season differently then how
we usually live our ordinary lives. May 1
make a few suggestions as to how we can enrich our
lives by this special time.

1. Begin each daily main meal during these forty
davs with a simple praver together. Let each
member of the family take a turn leading a prayer.
Keep it simple, expressing gratitude for our lives,
our safety, our food, our health, etc.

Set aside one or more desserts per week. In other
words, save the monies from our usual “sweets” and
give it to a charity or others in need. A special
container will be in back of church for the children’s
fund for Haiti. Let our families give to those who are
struggling.

Lent with a short daily reading from Scripture.
Break open the great book—10 minutes with our
children and grandchildren would do the trick. Trust
me! Read to them, let them know that you care for
their “spirit”.

If you can join us for Ash Wednesday Services:
4:30 pm, Prayer Service with Ashes and 7:00 pm,
Mass with Ashes distributed.

Let’s make this Lent—our best Lenten
observance!!! Be creative within your own
households as well as join us weekly for Mass.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be
available on Thursdays from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm.
Come if you can. Sit with the Lord; let His voice be
heard above all the conflicting noises we carry
within us.

Plan on attending the Holy Week Services as a
family, as a couple. Let god enter our lives deeply.
Above all else, let’s put our faith first above all else.

Now, count up how many of the seven items
above you are planning on doing!

Have a good Lent, please

Father Kevin J. Spiess
Pastor

Knights Corner

Good luck to Matthew Nelson, Nick Welter, Yazid
Romero and Susan Nelson, who have advanced to the
Knights of Columbus district free-throw competition
February 27th at St. Mary Immaculate in Plainfield.

The St. Francis Xavier Knights of Columbus is growing.
Why not be a part of the largest fraternal Catholic men’s
organization in the world? For membership information,
email kofcl14283@gmail.org, log on to
www.kofc14283.org or contact Frank Palazzolo, 815-
254-9142 or palazf@sbcglobal.net.

For more information about the Ladies Auxiliary, email
kofc14283@gmail.org, log on to www.kofc14283.org or
contact Carm Hinkle, 815-609-0130 or
Hinkle216@sbcglobal.net.

Dennis Nelson , KC Public Relations

“Therefore, I have now brought You the first fruits
of the products of the soil which You,
O Lord, have given me.”

Offering to God the very best of what God has provided
for us is at the heart of stewardship. Do we offer the best
of ourselves, or do we offer what is left over? Probably
we’ve all done both, at one time or another. However, if
we strive to offer our best, we will undoubtedly actually
do this more times than not.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament each
Thursday during Lent from 9:30 am to 4:00 pm.

LENTEN REGULATIONS

1. Everyone 14 years of age or over is bound to abstain
from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of
Lent.

2. Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of age is
bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.

3. On these two days of fast and abstinence, only one
full meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless
meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken
according to each one’s needs, but together they
should not equal another full meal. Eating between
meals is not permitted on these two days, but liquids,
including milk and fruit juices are allowed. When health
or ability to work would be seriously affected, the law
does not oblige.

4. To disregard completely the law of fast and
abstinence is seriously sinful.

5. Lent is the principal season of penance in the
Christian year. All of the faithful are strongly urged to
develop and follow a program of voluntary self-denial
(in addition to following the Lenten regulations),
serious prayer and a performance of works of charity
and mercy.



As part of the Generations of Faith Program, you
and your family are expected to attend Sunday mass on a
regular basis. Only by using your offertory envelopes can
we acknowledge this attendance.

If you are interested in becoming a catechist, please
call the parish office.

2009—2010 GOF CALENDAR
GOF Classes: February 21 & 28, March 14 & 21, April
18 & 25, May 16. (classes meet at 11:15 am)
Confirmation Classes for 2010 Confirmandi:
February 21, March 21, April 25, May 16.(classes meet
at 8:30 am)
First Communion Classes: February 20, March 7, April
17, May 2 (classes meet at 11:15 am)
First Communion: May 8§, 9:30 am & 1:00 pm, practice
May 6, 7:00 & 8:00 pm
First Reconciliation Classes: (4th & 4th grade) March 13,
11:00 am Reconciliation March 20, 9:30 am

Daybreak Sign Up Sundays

Please drop the food off at church between 5:45 and 6:00
pm at church on the 4th Friday of each month or call
Caryl Hayes. Volunteers to collect, transport and
serve the food are needed. Our menu consists of Lasa-
gna and/or Mostaccioli, salad, bread, dessert, juice and
milk.. Contact Caryl Hays at 815-254-9584 or
cl.hayes@comcast.net

The Joliet Franciscan Sisters invite you to join them for an
hour of prayer & reflection to mark the beginning of the sea-
son of Lent on Tuesday, February 23rd, 7:00 pm, Jolict
Franciscan Center, 1433 Essington Rd., Joliet. For further
information call 815-725-8735 x115.

The Diocese of Joliet is seeking a Manager of Ministry
Appeals & Parish Stewardship Programs. Working
directly with the Chief Development Officer, the Manager
is responsible for the organization, development,
implementation and management of the Catholic
Ministries annual appeal and the Parish Stewardship
Program. Must have a Bachelor’s degree in a related field,
and further training in Church related development and
stewardship programs. Must also have a minimum of five
years of successful, demonstrable, relevant fundraising
management experience along with excellent verbal,
written and interpersonal communication skills. To see a
more detailed job description look under employment at
www.dioceseofjoliet.org. Applicants should submit a
cover letter and resume to Nancy Siemers, Director of
Human Resources at www.nsiemers@dioceseofjoliet.org.

First Sunday of Lent—Resisting Temptation

In the three temptations in the desert Jesus resists three
basic temptations: 1) to be successful, 2) to be self-
righteous, and 3) to be in control. Jesus refuses to use His
relationship with God for personal gain (“Command that
these stones become bread”). He refuses to equate faith
with spectacular acts (“Throw yourself down from the
parapet of the temple”). And He rejects the need to be in
control (“All these kingdoms I will give to You”).

The temptations we face are similar. Sometime
we too may be tempted to choose success and popularity
over honesty and uprightness. Other times we may be
tempted to think that we are better than others just
because we pray and go to church regularly. Or
sometimes we may be tempted to choose power and
control in relating to others rather than love and patience.

What are the major temptations in your life right
now? What and who can help you resist them?

Jesus, may my deep, personal relationship with You give
me wisdom and strength to resist temptation in whatever

form it comes today.
- Sister Melannie Svoboda, S.N.D.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12
Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48
Sunday: Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27,
Phil 3:17 — 4:1 [3:20 — 4:1]; Lk 9:28b-36
S TP

WELCOME

Our warmest welcome to all who celebrate
liturgies with us, whether visitors, long-time
residents or newly arrived in the parish. If you
would like someone to assist you with registration
or are registered and need to make changes to
your records, please fill out the form below and
place it in the collection basket or mail it to the
parish office.

Name

Address

City Zip
Phone Date
Email

( ) New Parishioner

( ) New Phone Number

( ) New Address

() Moving, please remove from membership list



MaASS: ceeeeienernncenneencnnnens Saturday, 4:30 pm

Sunday, 8:30 and 10:00 am
Office Hours: .......cc..... Monday thru Thursday

8:30 am to 4:30 pm

8:30 am to 1:00 pm

Telephone:................... 815/609-8077

588 000000000000000000000000000000 815/609-8078

1361 | ooooonocooooooonnocooccaas Missionlands@air-wans.com
Pastor: .....cceeueueriennnnnnns Fr. Kevin Spiess

Weekend Assistant...... Fr. John Tapper

Religious Education Program
GOF Coordinator .......... Nancy Akin

GOF/Ministry Records Jackie White

Sacramental Preparation: Sister M. Gesuina Bongiorno, O.S.M.

Music Coordinator:..... Justin Koszarek
music@st-francis-xavier.com

Secretarys: ....eeeeeeeeeeenneee Sandie Kusturin

Web site:....ccceeeennnnnnne. st-francis-xavier.com

Webmaster .................. webmaster(@st-francis-xavier.com

PARISH REGISTRATION: All Catholics are expected
to register in the parish they wish to worship in. We
encourage you to register through the simple process of
picking up the form in the back of church or by telephoning
the office and complete the simple questionnaire.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (Generations of Faith)
Registration takes place from May through August. Classes
begin in September and are held twice a month on Sunday
after the 10:00 am Mass.

PARISH MINISTRIES: If you would like to join one of
our parish ministries (lector, Communion minister,
catechists, etc.) please call the office for details.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will
be held on Thursday after the 9:00 am Mass until 4:00 pm
during Lent and Advent.

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION:

Reconciliation: Confessions will be held the 1st Saturday of
each month from 3:45 to 4:15 pm.

Baptisms: Held periodically on Sunday after the 10:00 am
Mass. No Baptisms are held during Lent or Advent. Please
contact Dan & Laura Klebenow to schedule a Baptism
Class, 815-577-9642.

Marriages: Please contact the parish office when planning
the sacramental celebration of a wedding. The proposed
date needs to be cleared with the parish calendar prior to
any other contractual arrangements. Weddings are
celebrated on Saturdays, except during Advent and Lent..

Welcoming to our Catholic Faith (RCIA): Anyone
seeking information regarding learning about our Catholic
faith, or who would wish to join our faith traditions. Our
inquiry program begins in late September and continues
through Holy Week. We would be delighted to introduce
you to our faith community.

SERVE THE POOR
Be diligent in serving the poor. Love the poor,
honor them as you would Christ himself.

Daybreak Center Needs Warm Clothing for the
Homeless . . . Catholic Charities’ Daybreak Center has a
Resource Exchange Program where residents of the
homeless shelter and those in need can access clothing
and other basic items. The program is in need of the
following new or gently used items:

Men’s & Women’s

+ winter shoes, work boots, boots
¢ Thermal underwear (larger sizes)
+ Sweatpants (larger sizes)

Men'’s - heavy gloves (larger sizes)
Plactic—tubs—14 x 22 x 15

If you can help, please drop off these items at Daybreak
Center, 611 East Cass Street in Joliet between 9:00 am
and 4:00 pm. For more information, contact Peggy
Schultz, 815-744-4663, x 3103.

LENTEN SERVICES
Fr. Kevin has asked me if I would be able to do a Spanish
prayer service during the five weeks of Lent. I am happy
to do so. The time and dates are as follows:
7:00 pm
February 24th
March 3rd
March 10th
March 17th
March 24th

N

Deacon Jose Lopez
El Padre Kevin me ha pedido si es possible hacer un
Servicio de Oracion duarante cinco miercoles de la
Cuaresma. Y Yo le dije que estaria muy content en
hacerio. Y estas son has horas y fechas.
7:00 pm
24 de Febrero
3 de Marzo
10 de Marzo
17 de Marzo
24 de Marzo
Deacono Jose Lopez




lease pray fo'c -

Ann Cammarata (grandmother Lisa Umali)
Tom Kulasik (parishioner)

Larry Carmack (father of Tracey Vogen)
Agnes Badar (mother of Monica Hehl)
Tracey Vogen (parishioner)

Jim Sweeney (dec. parishioner husband of Char)

Bob Hamaker (father of David, parishioner)

our parish families and friends, sick, well and deceased

all members of the Armed Forces and their families, our pastor,
our bishop and our pope

(If you wish to ask the parish for prayers for someone, we
would be delighted to list the name for one month at a time.)

Pray the Rosary and meditate on its holy mysteries the
second and fourth Tuesday evening in church from
7:00 to 8:00 pm. If you are interested please contact Don
& Jean Newhall for more information, 815/436-5570.

Gux Sunday ﬂﬁ%‘u’n‘g

February 14, 2010
Envelopes used: (110) $2
Loose currency:
Total: $3

Total Active Registered Families
Thank you for your generosii

“Therefore, | have now brought You the fi
of the products of the soil which You, O Lord, h:

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATIONS:

We are delighted to celebrate the sacraments of
Baptism & Marriage within our parish for
registered families. If you have any questions, please
contact our parish office, 815-609-80077

flass Sechedule february 20th & 215t 2070
Eucharistic Chuck Ritli * ** Mary Ann Lederer * Douglas Czurylo * **
Minister Christa Selig Mary Abbott Sr. Nancy Gannon
Kathleen Thoman Carole Angarola Ken Hinkle
Dan Klebenow
Sr, Monica Sesko
Lector Jacquelyn Bennett Liam Abbott Monica Hehl
Greeter Toman Family Niwa Family Watson Family
flass Schedule ofebruary 27th & 28th, 2070
Saturday Sunday Sunday
4:30 pm 8:30 am 10:00 am
Eucharistic Douglas Czurylo * ** Chuck Ritli * Sr. Monica Sesko * **
Minister Ken Hinkle Carole Angarola Laura Markun
Grace Senese Mary Ann Lederer Bob Thies
Tracy Wittman
Pat Yuretich
Lector Jacquelyn Bennett Rich Asiyanbi Katie Green
Greeter Helen Kopycinski Lyznicki Family Toman Family
* Altar Ministers ** Sacristan Assistant

Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 20th 4:30 pm
Sunday, February 21st 8:30 am
Sunday, February 21st 10:00 am
Saturday, February 27th 4:30 pm
Sunday, February 28th 8:30 am
Sunday, February 28th 10:00 am

Mary Pitak (St. Francis Xavier Parishioners)

Deceased members of the McKay Family (John McKay)
Nick Provenzano (Family)

James Sweeney (St. Francis Xavier Parishioners)
Deceased members of the McKay Family (John McKay)
Dunne/Abbott Families (Mary Abbott)

Please submit all articles for the bulletin in writing no later than 10:00 pm on Mondays. You may fax (815/609-8078) or email (Missionlands@air-

wans.com) your article.
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