


Early pictures from the earthquake zone showed the
Cathedral of Notre Dame in Port-au-Prince in ruins. It has
become a symbol of the damage suffered by the Church in
Haiti both in terms of lives lost and buildings destroyed.

More than 80% of Haitians are Catholic and
religious orders run schools, hospitals and children’s
homes. There are reports of surviving missionaries treating
the injured and providing shelter in some instances but the
picture is one of large-scale destruction.

“The loss is unimaginable,” said the apostolic
nuncio, Archbishop Bernardito Auza. “It will take us
decades to replace what we have lost.”

One estimate from the Latin-American
Confederation of the Religious (CLAR) said more than 100
priests and nuns are missing or dead. Among the fatalities
are the Archbishop of Port-au-Prince, Joseph Serge Miot,
who died when he fell from a balcony at his residence as
the earthquake shook the building. His vicar general,
Bishop Charles Benoit, who is in his eighties, and his
chancellor, Fr. Cherie, were buried in rubble when the
diocesan offices collapsed. It was reported that Bishop
Benoit used a mobile phone to call a parishioner three days
after the earthquake to say that he was trapped but
unharmed, but reports this week listed him among the dead.

Archbishop Auza has taken responsibility for
coordinating the Church’s response to the disaster. In his
initial assessment tour, he visited the major seminary in Port-
au-Prince, all of which was reduced to a heap of concrete bar
one building. He reported that three or four seminarians are
still missing, and nine have been confirmed dead.

He added that among those who died in churches
were dozens of children who had come to receive gifts of
food at a church in the town of Leogane, the nearest large
town to the epicenter.

The Salesians run 11 schools in Haiti and more
than half of these are reported to have been destroyed.

Among these is the Salesian Missions’ National School of
Arts and Trades, known as ENAM, at Port-au-Prince,
which collapsed with around 200 students, teachers and
Salesians inside.

According to Fides, the news agency of the
Pontifical Mission, 10 seminarians from the Montfort
Missionaries, known as the Company of Mary, were killed.
They were on a bus in port-au-Prince returning from a
conference when a building fell on the vehicle. The death of a
priest, Fr. Jean-Baptiste, in Baussan was also confirmed.

Among the Congregation of the Daughters of
Wisdom, three have died and another three are buried
under the rubble of their home in Carrefour.

The De LaSalle Brothers have had news of the
death of three of their confreres. Two were students at the
St. Francis de Sales Institute of Philosophy in Port-au-
Prince and were in the building when it collapsed.

The missionary news agency Misna reported the
death of a French monk of the Christian Instruction and
that another was missing under rubble.

Also reported as being among the dead was Dr.
Zilda Arns Neumann, a Brazilian pediatrician and aid
worker who was nominated for the Noble Peace prize. She
is the sister of the former Archbishop of Sao Paulo,

Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns. (from The Tablet, January 23,
2010)

Knights Corner

The 3rd Annual Knights of Columbus Free
Throw Contest will be held at 1:00 pm Sunday,
January 31st, at Plainfield South High School, Caton
Farm and Ridge Roads. The free competition is open to
children ages 10 to 14. More information is available by
calling Dennis Nelson, 815-954-3194 or visiting
www.kofc14283.org.

The St. Francis Xavier and Good Shepherd
Knights of Columbus will be hosting a Super Bowl
Extravaganza Sunday, February 7th in the Good
Shepherd Clubhouse on Rt. 59 in front of St. Mary
Immaculate Church in Plainfield. Doors will open at 1:30
pm. Festivities will begin at 2:00 pm. Kickoff is slated for
5:28 pm. The cost is $20.00 per person at the door. It
includes all-you-can-eat and drink. More information is
available by calling 765-618-2440 or 815-954-3194.

Oscar & Dawn Garcia
Robert & Mary Kaffer & family, Timothy & Elizabeth
Lisa Brammann

WE’RE HAPPY YOU HAVE DECIDED TO TAKE THIS
JOURNEY WITH US/!

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 7, 2010

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart,
for you have heard the words of my mouth.

— Psalm 138:1




As part of the Generations of Faith Program, you
and your family are expected to attend Sunday mass on a
regular basis. Only by using your offertory envelopes can
we acknowledge this attendance.

If you are interested in becoming a catechist, please
call the parish office.

2009—2010 GOF CALENDAR
GOF Classes: February 21 & 28, March 14 & 21, April
18 & 25, May 16. (classes meet at 11:15 am)
Confirmation Classes for 2010 Confirmandi: February
21, March 21, April 25, May 16.(classes meet at 8:30 am)
First Communion Classes: February 20, March 7, April
17, May 2 (classes meet at 11:15 am)
First Communion: May &, 9:30 am & 1:00 pm, practice
May 6, 7:00 & 8:00 pm
First Reconciliation Classes: (4th & 4th grade) February 6,
March 13, 11:00 am Reconciliation March 20, 9:30 am

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE

Sexual abuse is a sin and a crime. Victims of sexual abuse,
in addition to contacting civil authorities, are asked to come
forward in order to receive pastoral assistance. The Church
has a responsibility to help victims of sexual abuse and to
ensure that offenders are brought to justice. Reports may be
made to any pastor or to Mrs. Barbara Jarvis Pauls, 815-
263-6467 or contact DCFS, 800-25-ABUSE.

The two sessions of GOF for February are
February 21 & 28.

The February 7th date has been cancelled.

Daybreak Sign Up Sundays

Please drop the food off at church between 5:45 and 6:00
pm at church on the 4th Friday of each month or call
Caryl Hayes. Volunteers to collect, transport and
serve the food are needed. Our menu consists of Lasa-
gna and/or Mostaccioli, salad, bread, dessert, juice and
milk.. Contact Caryl Hays at 815-254-9584 or
cl.hayes@comcast.net

The L.O.S.S. (Loving Outreach to Survivors of Suicide)
Program, provides support and services to those who are
grieving a death by suicide of a family member of close
friend. Eight sessions and two monthly follow-up
meetings will be offered. Meetings will be held on
Thursdays, February 4th through March 25th, April
22nd & May 27th, from7:00 to 9:00 pm at St. Francis of
Assisi Church, 1501 Boughton Rd. in Bolingbrook. If you
are interested call Pamela Kostecki, 815-723-3405, x 1156.

Generations of Faith
LENT . .. A time to reflect, a time to repent, a time to
sacrifice. Why not make it a time to “DO” things? What
can you and your children DO during the season of lent?
Spend time together praying. In GOF, we just spent the
month of January working on “prayer.” Use what you
discovered. Pray with your children.

What else can you DO? Attend Mass more often,
not just on Sundays. There are many liturgical
celebrations your family can attend between Ash
Wednesday and Easter. Attend Generations of Faith, and
really participate in the activity. Don’t sit back quietly:
take part, open up, reflect.

Finally, hold Family Reading Nights. Read the
Bible together. Read children’s books together. You’ll be
surprised how some books written for children have
themes that apply to seasons in our Church and that all
generations can relate to. What books should you read? |
know of three well-known children’s books that are quite
meaningful for Lenten reading.

The Giving Tree by Shel Silvertein,

The Clown of God written and illustrated by

Tomie dePaola

The Tale of Three Trees, a folktale retold by

Angela Elwell Hunt
Will all help you and your children think about the
importance of and the miracles of loving, giving,
forgiving and “doing.”

May this Lenten season lead you and the
generations of your family closer to each other and closer
to God.

Nancy Akin
GOF Coordinator

GOD’S CALL

In today’s scriptures we hear three instances of
people receiving and responding to a call from God.
These accounts follow the pattern of most scriptural call
narratives: a divine presence appears and speaks; the
person expresses fear or unworthiness, receives
encouragement, and finally responds to God’s call.
Today’s first reading shows an unworthy Isaiah
responding to the Lord’s call, “Here I am; send
me!” (Isaiah 6:8). In the second reading Paul tells us that,
even though he had persecuted the church, he was called
to be an apostle. In the Gospel, despite Simon Peter’s
protest that he is a sinner, Jesus calls James, John, and
Simon to follow him. They leave everything they have
and follow Jesus—that is, they become Jesus’ disciples.
These scriptures can challenge us to take stock of our
lives. How do we experience Jesus’ call to discipleship in

our lives? How well and faithfully are we responding?
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MaASS: ceeeeienernncenneencnnnens Saturday, 4:30 pm
Sunday, 8:30 and 10:00 am
Office Hours: .......cc..... Monday thru Thursday

8:30 am to 4:30 pm

[BET (] )y emm—— 8:30 am to 1:00 pm
Telephone:................... 815/609-8077
Fax:..coooeeeeuunnniicenneeennnee. 815/609-8078

1 8=571e0 | scmomooconoccoooooooonooos Missionlands@air-wans.com
Pastor: .....ceueeevuniennnnnnnns Fr. Kevin Spiess

Weekend Assistant...... Fr. John Tapper

GOF Coordinator........ Nancy Akin
Religious Education Program

GOEF/Ministry RecordsJackie White
Spiritual Companion:.. Sister M. Gesuina Bongiorno, O.S.M.

Music Coordinator:..... Justin Koszarek
music(@st-francis-xavier.com

Secretary: ......ccceeveeeennes Sandie Kusturin
Registration:................ Please call or stop by the office.
Web site:..ccereereennnnnnenns st-francis-xavier.com
Webmaster .......ceeeuueeees webmaster(@st-francis-xavier.com

PARISH REGISTRATION: All Catholics are expected
to register in the parish they wish to worship in. We

encourage you to register through the simple process of

picking up the form in the back of church or by telephoning
the office and complete the simple questionnaire.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (Generations of Faith)
Registration takes place from May through August. Classes
begin in September and are held twice a month on Sunday
after the 10:00 am Mass.

PARISH MINISTRIES: If you would like to join one of

our parish ministries (lector, Communion minister,
catechists, etc.) please call the office for details.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will
be on Thursday after the 9:00 am Mass until 4:00 pm for on
Thursdays during Lent, beginning February 18th.

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION:

Reconciliation: Confessions will be held the 1st Saturday of

each month beginning in December from 3:45 to 4:15 pm.

Baptisms: Held periodically on Sunday after the 10:00 am
Mass. No Baptisms are held during Lent or Advent. Please
contact Dan & Laura Klebenow to schedule a Baptism
Class, 815-577-9642. Our next Baptism date is February
14th immediately following the 10:00 am Mass.

Marriages: Please contact the parish office when planning
the sacramental celebration of a wedding. The proposed
date needs to be cleared with the parish calendar prior to
any other contractual arrangements. Weddings are
celebrated on Saturdays, except during Advent and Lent..

Parish Registration: Forms can be found in the lobby of
the church or you may call the parish office.

Welcoming to our Catholic Faith (RCIA): Anyone
seeking information regarding learning about our Catholic
faith, or who would wish to join our faith traditions. Our
inquiry program begins in late September and continues
through Holy Week. We would be delighted to introduce
you to our faith community.

TESTED LIKE GOLD

God wishes to test you like gold in the furnace.
The dross is consumed by the fire, but the pure gold re-
mains and its value increases.

—St. Jerome Emiliani

WHERE GOD IS

We cannot go where God
1s not. And where God is, all is
well.

—Anonymous

Pray the Rosary and meditate on its holy mysteries the
second and fourth Tuesday evening in church from
7:00 to 8:00 pm. If you are interested please contact Don
& Jean Newhall for more information, 815/436-5570.

The Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate
seek an Administrative Assistant to support both the
Vocations and Mission Advancement offices. This is a
full-time hourly position. The individual will provide
support at vocation fairs and fundraising events both on
and off site. Some travel will be required. The candidate
must have at least two years experience and be a self-
starter. Microsoft Office software expertise is a must.
Knowledge of Raisers Edge a plus. The individual must
have excellent organizational skills, as well as the ability
to deal with people in a professional manner.
Additionally, the candidate will be a practicing Catholic,
and will also have an understanding of and be supportive
of Franciscanism and religious life. If interested, please
email your resume with a cover letter to both Sister
Barbara Kwiatkowski at bkwiat@sbcglobal.net and Ms.
Nan Nagel at nnagl@jolietfranciscans.org by February
1, 2010. Resumes may also be faxed to 815-725-8648. No
phone calls will be accepted.




lease pray fo'c -

Carmella Fennessy

Paul Fischer (parishioner)

Tom Kulasik (parishioner)

Dolores Levy (grandmother of Tracy Wittman)
Larry Carmack (father of Tracey Vogen)
Agnes Badar (mother of Monica Hehl)

Joe Babin (parishioner)

Nancy Tevsh (mother of Theresa Thoms)
Virginia Henry (granddaughter or Pat Yuretich)

Alysse Nicholson

Bob Hamaker (father of David, parishioner)

our parish families and friends, sick, well and deceased
all members of the Armed Forces and their families, our pastor,
our bishop and our pope

Oux Sunday Gffering
January 31, 2010
Envelopes used: (126)
Loose currency:
Total:

$3,
$3,

Catholic Relief Services—Haiti as of Janu
Total: $2

Total Active Registered Families
Thank you for your generosii

PLEASE NOTE:
Those of you who would like to attend mass, Fr. Tapper will
celebrate Mass at 9:00 am on Monday and Thursday of this
week.

©1.S. Paluch Co., Inc

Mass Echedule gfebruaty bth & Tth, 2010

Eucharistic Christine Martinez * ** Mary Ann Lederer * Douglas Czurylo * **
Minister Roberta Mitchell Mary Abbott Tom Mulcahy
Filomena Trombino Carole Angarola Sr. Monica Sesko
Lector Rosa Sanchez Kathy Roberts Katie Green
Greeter Weber Family Niwa Family Tetens Family
flass Schedule ofebruary 13th & 14th, 2070
Saturday Sunday Sunday
4:30 pm 8:30 am 10:00 am
Eucharistic Churck Ritli T ** Mary Ann Lederer * Ken Hinkle * **
Minister Christa Selig Carole Angarola Bob Thies
Grace Senese Carolyn Hansen Tracy Wittmann
Lector Peggy Conrad Rich Asiyanbi David Naprstek
Greeter Helen Kopycinski Lyznicki Family Zappalo Family

* Altar Ministers

** Sacristan Assistant

Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 6th 4:30 pm
Sunday, February 7th 8:30 am
Sunday, February 7th 10:00 am
Saturday, February 13th 4:30 pm
Sunday, February 14th 8:30 am
Sunday, February 14th 10:00 am

Howard Bennett (family)

Deceased members of the Williams Family (John McCay)
St. Francis Xavier Parishioners

St. Francis Xavier Parishioners

Deceased members of the McKay Family (Johin McKay)
Anthony Catalano (daughter)

Please submit all articles for the bulletin in writing no later than 10:00 pm on Mondays. You may fax (815/609-8078) or email (Missionlands@air-

wans.com) your article.




Church Name & Number —
St. Francis Xavier (Catholic Center of Plainfield)
105576.020710

Address —

2500 Arbeiter Road Joliet, IL 60431
Phone —

815-609-8077

Contact Person —
Sandie Kusturin

Software—
Microsoft Publisher 2007

Adobe Acrobat 9.0
Windows XP Professional

Printer—
HP LaserJet 4100

Number of Pages Sent —
1,2,3,4,5
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Special Instructions —
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