
St. Francis Xavier 
2500 Arbeiter Road 

Joliet, IL 60431 

Fourth  Sunday in Ordinary Time            January 31, 2010 



The two sessions of GOF for February are 
February 21 & 28. 

The February 7th date has been cancelled. 

 
In honor of St. Blaise, (feast day 
February 3rd), blessing of the 
throats will take place next 
weekend at all Masses. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40  
  [22-32] 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12; Mk 6:7-13 
Friday:  Sir 47:2-11; Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13; Mk 6:30-34 
Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8; Ps 138; 1 Cor 15:1-11  
  [3-8, 11]; Lk 5:1-11 

SAINT AGATHA (died 251) February 5 
 “Of noble birth and great beauty,” so the ancient 
accounts describe Saint Agatha, martyred during an early 
persecution for refusing a powerful Roman’s offer of 
marriage, since she had consecrated her virginity to 
Christ. An early preacher, Saint Methodius, reflects 
instead on her name, noting that, in Greek, Agatha means 
“good,” goodness being something we can all strive for, 
nobly born or common, blessed with beauty—or not! So 
brutal the tortures that violated her youthful innocence, 
Agatha, like Agnes and several other women martyrs, was 
honored from time immemorial by having her name 
inscribed in the Roman Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I). 
Long invoked as protector against earthquakes—Mount 
Etna erupted as she was being tortured—recent attention 
has focused on the particularly cruel torture decreed for 
Agatha, the cutting off of her breasts. This has inspired 
cancer survivors to promote Saint Agatha as patron and 
intercessor for women courageously facing breast cancer, 
for their families and the multitude of supporters who 
participate in fund-raising marches and races, and, of 
course, for the dedicated researchers who seek a cure. 
—Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 31, 2010 

Faith, hope, and love remain, these three;  
but the greatest of these is love. 

— 1 Corinthians 13:13 

THE “M” WORD  
 Let’s begin with the obvious: The Church has to 
have money, and our parish has to have money. No 
money, no ministry. Our parish needs money to help 
those who are hurting in body, mind, and spirit; it needs 
money to pay clergy and staff; it needs money to educate 
the young and to pay the bills for everyday services, such 
as electricity, water, gas, and maintenance. Just like our 
own homes, it cannot operate without it. Where does the 
money come from? There are no presses printing money 
in the bishop’s office; there are no weekly armored-truck 
deliveries from the Vatican. The money to do Christ’s 
work through the Church comes solely from all of us—
disciples of the same Lord Jesus Christ. Money in itself is 
neither good nor bad, neither clean nor dirty. Yet how we 
use money, or how we let money use us, determines its 
morality. Selfless sharing of our financial and other 
resources is a powerful, liberating activity that makes us 
and the world a better place. Turn on the TV any day of 
the week and you can find a televangelist with the 
message, “Give a financial contribution, and God will 
then shower blessings on you.” The message of 
stewardship, based on the scriptures, is the absolute 
opposite. God gives first—life, health, a roof over our 
heads, food to eat, and much more. We do not achieve 
these by our efforts alone, so returning a portion of our 
financial resources in the parish offertory is a way to 
express our real gratitude for what we have already 
received. If you have never made a regular contribution to 
the parish offertory, begin now. If you have made a small 
commitment before, see if you can increase it a little. If 
God has blessed you greatly, give greatly in return. 
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved  

Stewardship of Time 
To You, Lord, we pray with praise 

And thanksgiving. 
You have given us everything 
We need, every gift we have, 
Help us to realize our most 

Important gift, Lord - 
The time we spend with You. 

Help us to hear You in the Scriptures and 
Meet You in the Eucharist, 

See You in the faces of those 
In our community, 

Love You in the people we love, 
And feel You in the time we spend 

With You in prayer. 
Create within us a desire to increase 

The time we spend with You. 
We pray in the name of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 



2009—2010 GOF CALENDAR 
GOF Classes: February 21 & 28, March 14 & 21, April 
18 & 25, May 16. (classes meet at 11:15 am) 
Confirmation Classes for 2010 Confirmandi:  February 
21, March 21, April 25, May 16.(classes meet at 8:30 am) 
First Communion Classes: February 20, March 7, April 
17, May 2 (classes meet at 11:15 am) 
First Communion: May 8, 9:30 am & 1:00 pm, practice 
May 6, 7:00 & 8:00 pm 
First Reconciliation Classes: (4th & 4th grade) February 6, 
March 13, 11:00 am Reconciliation March 20, 9:30 am 

 As part of the Generations of Faith Program, you 
and your family are expected to attend Sunday mass on a 
regular basis. Only by using your offertory envelopes can 
we acknowledge this attendance.  
 If you are interested in becoming a catechist, please 
call the parish office.  

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE 
Sexual abuse is a sin and a crime. Victims of sexual 
abuse, in addition to contacting civil authorities, are asked 
to come forward in order to receive pastoral assistance. 
The Church has a responsibility to help victims of sexual 
abuse and to ensure that offenders are brought to justice. 
Reports may be made to any pastor or to Mrs. Barbara 
Jarvis Pauls, 815-263-6467 or contact DCFS, 800-25-
ABUSE. 

Pray the Rosary and meditate on its holy mysteries the 
second and fourth Tuesday evening in church from 
7:00 to 8:00 pm. If you are interested please contact Don 
& Jean Newhall for more information, 815/436-5570. 

The L.O.S.S. (Loving Outreach to Survivors of Suicide) 
Program, provides support and services to those who are 
grieving a death by suicide of a family member of close 
friend. Eight sessions and two monthly follow-up 
meetings will be offered. Meetings will be held on 
Thursdays, February 4th through March 25th, April 
22nd & May 27th, from7:00 to 9:00 pm at St. Francis of 
Assisi Church, 1501 Boughton Rd. in Bollingbrook. If you 
are interested call Pamela Kostecki, 815-723-3405, x 1156. 

Knights Corner 
 The 3rd Annual Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Contest will be held at 1:00 pm Sunday, 
January 31st, at Plainfield South High School, Caton 
Farm and Ridge Roads. The free competition is open to 
children ages 10 to 14. More information is available by 
calling Dennis Nelson, 815-954-3194 or visiting 
www.kofc14283.org. 
 The St. Francis Xavier and Good Shepherd 
Knights of Columbus will be hosting a Super Bowl 
Extravaganza Sunday, February 7th in the Good 
Shepherd Clubhouse on Rt. 59 in front of St. Mary 
Immaculate Church in Plainfield. Doors will open at 1:30 
pm. Festivities will begin at 2:00 pm. Kickoff is slated for 
5:28 pm. The cost is $20.00 per person at the door. It 
includes all-you-can-eat and drink. More information is 
available by calling 765-618-2440 or 815-954-3194. 

Daybreak Sign Up Sundays 
Please drop the food off at church between 5:45 and 6:00 
pm at church on the 4th Friday of each month or call 
Caryl Hayes. Volunteers to collect, transport and 
serve the food are needed. Our menu consists of Lasa-
gna and/or Mostaccioli,  salad, bread, dessert, juice and 
milk.. Contact Caryl Hays at 815-254-9584 or 
cl.hayes@comcast.net 

 
 
 

 
Brian & Noel Mullen & family, 

Jack & Patrick 

WE’RE HAPPY YOU HAVE DECIDED TO TAKE THIS 
JOURNEY WITH US! 

STRENGTH AGAINST OPPOSITION 
 In appointing Jeremiah to stand up to the people 
and announce the truth, God at the same time promised 
him the strength to do the job. “They will fight against 
you but not prevail over you, for I am with 
you” (Jeremiah 1:19). 
 Jesus also faced opposition, right from the start. 
In his home town of Nazareth the people couldn’t accept 
the idea that someone from among their own could be 
God’s messenger. “Filled with fury,” they expelled Jesus 
from town and would have hurled him over the edge of 
the hill. “But Jesus passed through the midst of them and 
went away” (Luke 4:28, 30). 
 Although the true prophet has strength from God, 
Saint Paul says there’s something even more important 
than suffering death for the sake of God’s word. “If I 
hand my body over so that I may boast, but have not love, 
I gain nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:3). 
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Reconciliation this Saturday at 3:45 to 4:15 pm. 



Mass: ........................... Saturday, 4:30 pm 
                                               Sunday, 8:30 and 10:00 am 
Office Hours: .............. Monday thru Thursday 
                                                8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Friday ..........................  8:30 am to 1:00 pm 

Telephone: .................. 815/609-8077 

Fax: .............................. 815/609-8078 

E-mail .......................... Missionlands@air-wans.com 

Pastor: ......................... Fr. Kevin Spiess  

Weekend Assistant ...... Fr. John Tapper 

 

GOF Coordinator ........ Nancy Akin 
Religious Education Program 
GOF/Ministry Records Jackie White 

Spiritual Companion: .. Sister M. Gesuina Bongiorno, O.S.M. 

Music Coordinator: ..... Justin Koszarek 
                                 music@st-francis-xavier.com 
Secretary: .................... Sandie Kusturin 
Registration: ................ Please call or stop by the office. 
Web site: ...................... st-francis-xavier.com 
Webmaster .................. webmaster@st-francis-xavier.com  

PARISH REGISTRATION: All Catholics are expected 
to register in the parish they wish to worship in. We 
encourage you to register through the simple process of 
picking up the form in the back of church or by telephoning 
the office and complete the simple questionnaire.  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (Generations of Faith) 
Registration takes place from May through August. Classes 
begin in September and are held twice a month on Sunday 
after the 10:00 am Mass. 
PARISH MINISTRIES: If you would like to join one of 
our parish ministries (lector, Communion minister, 
catechists, etc.) please call the office for details. 
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION: 
Reconciliation: Confessions will be held the 1st Saturday of 
each month beginning in December from 3:45 to 4:15 pm. 
Baptisms: Held periodically on Sunday after the 10:00 am 
Mass. No Baptisms are held during Lent or Advent. Please 

contact Dan & Laura Klebenow to schedule a Baptism 
Class, 815-577-9642. Our next Baptism date is February 
14th immediately following the 10:00 am Mass.  

Marriages: Please contact the parish office when planning 
the sacramental celebration of a wedding. The proposed 
date needs to be cleared with the parish calendar prior to 
any other contractual arrangements. Weddings are 
celebrated on Saturdays, except during Advent and Lent.. 

Parish Registration: Forms can be found in the lobby of 
the church or you may call the parish office. 

Welcoming to our Catholic Faith (RCIA): Anyone 
seeking information regarding learning about our Catholic 
faith, or who would wish to join our faith traditions. Our 
inquiry program begins in late September and continues 
through Holy Week. We would be delighted to introduce 
you to our faith community. 

Life’s  Healing  Weekend Retreat            
 February 26, 27, 28, 2010  
 
Location: Bishop Lane Retreat Center 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart                                      
 7708 E. McGregor Rd, Rockford IL 61102                                                            
Please call (630) 892-2371 For Reservations 

 
Come and Participate!                     

 Life’s Healing Weekend leads the participant 
through the natural grieving process of emotional, 
physical and spiritual hurts, and explores how 
disappointments, abuse, losses and sudden changes can 
destructively affect and control our lives. It concludes 
with a focus on the liberating impact life-inflicted 
wounds, and respecting this rhythm forgiveness can have 
in one’s life. Please invite all those who you might think 
will benefit of this retreat or any of our upcoming retreats. 
Everyone is welcome!    

 The Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate 
seek an Administrative Assistant to support both the 
Vocations and Mission Advancement offices. This is a 
full-time hourly position. The individual will provide 
support at vocation fairs and fundraising events both on 
and off site. Some travel will be required. The candidate 
must have at least two years experience and be a self-
starter. Microsoft Office software expertise is a must. 
Knowledge of Raisers Edge a plus. The individual must 
have excellent organizational skills, as well as the ability 
to deal with people in a professional manner. 
Additionally, the candidate will be a practicing Catholic, 
and will also have an understanding of and be supportive 
of Franciscanism and religious life. If interested, please 
email your resume with a cover letter to both Sister 
Barbara Kwiatkowski at bkwiat@sbcglobal.net and Ms. 
Nan Nagel at nnagl@jolietfranciscans.org by February 
1, 2010. Resumes may also be faxed to 815-725-8648. No 
phone calls will be accepted. 



   Please pray for . . . 
 Carmella Fennessy 
 Paul Fischer (parishioner) 
 Tom Kulasik (parishioner) 
 Dolores Levy (grandmother of Tracy Wittman) 
 Larry Carmack (father of Tracey Vogen) 
 Agnes Badar (mother of Monica Hehl) 
 Joe Babin (parishioner) 
 Nancy Tevsh (mother of Theresa Thoms) 
 Virginia Henry (granddaughter or Pat Yuretich) 
 Alysse Nicholson 
 Bob Hamaker (father of David, parishioner) 
 our parish families and friends, sick, well and deceased 
all members of the Armed Forces and their families, our pastor, 
our bishop and our pope 

Please submit all articles for the bulletin in writing  no later than 10:00 pm on Mondays. You may fax (815/609-8078) or email (Missionlands@air-
wans.com) your article.   

Mass Schedule January 30th & 31st, 2010 

Eucharistic  
Minister 

Douglas Czurylo 
Churck Ritli * ** 

Grace Senese 

Mary Abbott 
Liam Abbott * 

Mary Ann Lederer 

Sr. Nancy Gannon 
Tom Mulcahy * 

Sr. Monica Sesko ** 

Lector Peggy Callaghan Kathy Roberts Cindy Koszarek 

Greeter Helen Kopycinski Kumrow Family Toman Family 

* Altar Ministers ** Sacristan Assistant   

 Saturday 
4:30 pm 

Sunday 
8:30 am 

Sunday 
10:00 am 

Our Sunday Offering  
January 24, 2010 

Envelopes used: (145)                                  $3,519.10 
Loose currency:                                   391.75 
Total:                                                             $3,910.85 

 
Catholic Relief Services—Haiti  

Total:                                  $496.00 
 
Total Active Registered  Families                         415 
           Thank you for your generosity!   

 

Mass Schedule February 6th & 7th,  2010 

Eucharistic  
Minister 

Christine Martinez * ** 
Roberta Mitchell 

Filomena Trombino 

Mary Ann Lederer * 
Mary Abbott 

Carole Angarola 

Douglas Czurylo * ** 
Tom Mulcahy 

Sr. Monica Sesko 

Lector Rosa Sanchez Kathy Roberts Katie Green 

Greeter Weber Family Niwa Family Tetens Family 

 Saturday, January 30th    4:30 pm St. Francis Xavier Parishioners 
 Sunday, January 31st    8:30 am Deceased members of McCay Family (John McCay) 
 Sunday, January 31st  10:00 am St. Francis Xavier Parishioners  
 Saturday, February 6th    4:30 pm Howard Bennett (family) 
 Sunday, February 7th    8:30 am Deceased members of the Williams Family (John McCay) 
 Sunday, February 7th  10:00 am St. Francis Xavier Parishioners 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Those of you who would like to attend mass, Fr. Tapper will 
celebrate Mass at 9:00 am on Monday and Thursday of this 

week. 



Church Name & Number — 
St. Francis Xavier (Catholic Center of Plainfield) 
105576.013110 
 
Address — 
2500 Arbeiter Road Joliet, IL 60431 
Phone — 
815-609-8077 
 
Contact Person — 
Sandie Kusturin 
 
Software— 
Microsoft Publisher 2007 
Adobe Acrobat 9.0 
Windows XP Professional 
 
Printer— 
HP LaserJet 4100 
 
Number of Pages Sent — 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
Sunday Date of Bulletin 01-31-10 
Special Instructions — 
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