


From the Pastor . . .  
A NUMBER OF TOPICS FROM THE 
ROLODEX 

 In November, the parish had a chance 
to meet with me regarding suggestions and 
comments. We had a fairly good turn out with 
many constructive comments and suggestions 
during the two “listening sessions.” Some were 
implemented right away; others will have to wait for a period. 
However, three of them I would like to implement with your 
support and perhaps involvement. 
1. In Spring 2010 we will begin an Altar Servers Program. It 

will be open to families who can make a commitment of 
specific responsibilities. That list of responsibilities will be 
drawn up in the next month or so. Before we begin the 
program we will have an orientation program with me and 
others to explain the expectations of each family and potential 
server and the commitments they will make. We will also 
acquire books which explain how to serve and in the spring we 
will conduct at least three required training sessions for those 
who wish to serve. More details will be forthcoming. 

2. The Catholic Church is governed by the specific rules and 
expectations set forth by the Pope and Bishops. It is 
referred to as canon law. Canon Law requires that each 
parish has an established Parish Council as well as a 
Finance Council. Both of which are significant in the life 
of a parish, advising the pastor as he seeks the best for the 
parish. Although we have a Parish Council in place, I will 
begin forming a new Finance Council. Seeking a balance 
of membership due to age, length of time in the parish, 
etc., is not an easy task. If anyone would like to suggest 
names for consideration, please send them to me in a 
confidential envelope and an explanation as to why you 
believe they should be considered. 

3. Suggestions at the “listening sessions” included the idea 
of creating a “Welcoming/Hospitality Committee.” I have 
seen this being very helpful in other parishes. I am 
looking forward to having volunteers come forward 
before I approach you. (ha-ha). 

4. The Parish Bulletin is the official vehicle for information. 
Even if you are out of town or not present each Sunday, it is 
important that you obtain a copy or read it now on our 
website. If you are not able to get it by email, call Sandie at 
the office and it can be mailed to you. The bulletin will be 
going through some redesign based upon suggestions made 
to me. Hope it will be helpful and informative for all. 

 Special thanks to all who generously donated to the 
second collection in support of the efforts of Catholic Relief 
Services in Haiti. So far our special collection has brought in 
$2300 in just one weekend. Anyone else interested in donating 
can do so by placing it in the collection basket marked on an 
envelope “Haiti Donation.” 
   Sincerely yours, 
 
   
 
 
   Father Kevin J. Spiess 
               Pastor 

MANNA UPDATE. . .  
There will be no Manna sales on January 23 & 24th.   

Marilyn Watson—Marilyn@jaswatson.com 

“Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
Luke: 4:21 

 Jesus, His parents and His grandparents lived in the 
small town of Nazareth that had a population of about 400 
people and would have fit inside the physical boundaries on an 
average sized parish. In the synagogue at Nazareth, after 
reading a passage from Isaiah, Jesus declared “Today this 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing . . . The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon Me because He has anointed Me to bring glad tidings to 
the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim liberty to captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free and to 
proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” How would you react 
if someone you know in your parish stood up and said that? 
Now imagine the speaker says to you, “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon you . . .” and you have been sent to do all of those things. 
As a result of our Baptism and confirmation the Spirit is upon 
us and we have an obligation to do all those things—and more. 

The two sessions of GOF for February are 
February 21 & 28. 

The February 7th date has been cancelled. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:  Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22; Mk 16:15-18 
Tuesday:  2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17; Mk 4:1-20 
Thursday:  2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Mk 4:21-25 
Friday:  2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday:  2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Mk 4:35-41 
Sunday:         Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Ps 71; 1 Cor 12:31 —  
  13:13 [13:4-13]; Lk 4:21-30 

A HOLY TIME 
 For those of us who live farther north, it is now 
the heart of winter. And for all of us, north and south, the 
holidays are over. We may sense the start of a long, hard 
stretch of blank time. These opening Sundays of 
“Ordinary Time” reflect this feeling of beginning. 
 Today’s reading from the book of Nehemiah tells 
with great drama how the people gathered to hear, as 
though for the first time, a solemn reading of God’s word. 
As they listened, they fell to the ground and wept. But the 
prophet said, “Today is holy to the LORD your God. Do 
not be sad, and do not weep” (Nehemiah 8:9). 
 Today’s Gospel tells a similar dramatic tale. We 
are presented with the very beginning of Jesus’ public 
life. The people gathered to listen, and Jesus proclaimed 
the fulfillment of the prophet’s words. To his listeners—
and to us—he announced “a year acceptable to the 
Lord” (Luke 4:19). 
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2009—2010 GOF CALENDAR 
GOF Classes: January 24, February 21 & 28, March 14 
& 21, April 18 & 25, May 16. (classes meet at 11:15 am) 
Confirmation Classes for 2010 Confirmandi: January 
24, February 21, March 21, April 25, May 16.(classes 
meet at 8:30 am) 
First Communion Classes: February 20, March 7, April 
17, May 2 (classes meet at 11:15 am) 
First Communion: May 8, 9:30 am & 1:00 pm, practice 
May 6, 7:00 & 8:00 pm 
First Reconciliation Classes: (4th & 4th grade) February 6, 
March 13, 11:00 am Reconciliation March 20, 9:30 am 

 As part of the Generations of Faith Program, you 
and your family are expected to attend Sunday mass on a 
regular basis. Only by using your offertory envelopes can 
we acknowledge this attendance.  
 If you are interested in becoming a catechist, please 
call the parish office.  

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE 
Sexual abuse is a sin and a crime. Victims of sexual abuse, in 
addition to contacting civil authorities, are asked to come forward 
in order to receive pastoral assistance. The Church has a 
responsibility to help victims of sexual abuse and to ensure that 
offenders are brought to justice. Reports may be made to any 
pastor or to Mrs. Barbara Jarvis Pauls, 815-263-6467 or contact 
DCFS, 800-25-ABUSE. 

SNOW PLOWING—Our contracted snow plower has 
offered to plow parishioners’ driveways at a reasonable 
cost and will donate $5.00 back to St. Francis Xavier for 
each driveway plowed. We also have several parishioners 
who also snow plow. If you are interested, please call the 
parish office, 815-609-8077. 

Pray the Rosary and meditate on its holy mysteries the 
second and fourth Tuesday evening in church from 
7:00 to 8:00 pm. If you are interested please contact Don 
& Jean Newhall for more information, 815/436-5570. 

The L.O.S.S. (Loving Outreach to Survivors of Suicide) 
Program, provides support and services to those who are 
grieving a death by suicide of a family member of close 
friend. Eight sessions and two monthly follow-up 
meetings will be offered. Meetings will be held on 
Thursdays, February 4th through March 25th, April 
22nd & May 27th, from7:00 to 9:00 pm at St. Francis of 
Assisi Church, 1501 Boughton Rd. in Bollingbrook. If you 
are interested call Pamela Kostecki, 815-723-3405, x 1156. 

SAINT ANGELA MERICI  
(c. 1474-1540) January 27 
 Born in Northern Italy, 
orphaned in childhood, Angela 
Merici faced a society in which 
education was largely the privilege 
of wealthy young men and based 
primarily in monastic schools. This 
reality shaped Angela’s insightful 
conviction that society’s disorder was caused by disorder 
in the home, and a lack of model Christian mothers the 
result of neglecting the education of young women. 
Transform the Christian family by placing an educated 
wife and mother at its heart, Angela believed, and the 
whole world would be renewed in Christ! So she gathered 
a small group of unmarried women, many of them 
Franciscan Tertiaries (lay affiliates) like herself, and set 
out to educate poor girls, free of charge, in their homes. 
She and her band of teachers called themselves 
“companions,” pioneering a new form of non-cloistered 
religious life for women, bearing witness to evangelical 
simplicity in the midst of the world, not as a formal 
“order” but as the “Company (compagnia) of Saint 
Ursula.” Known today as the Ursulines, Angela Merici’s 
spiritual daughters continue serving the Church and 
society in a rich diversity of ministries.  

—Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

Knights Corner 
 The St. Francis Xavier Knights of Columbus and 
Heartland Blood Centers are celebrating National Blood 
Donor Month by hosting a blood drive from 3:00 to 7:00 
pm, Thursday, January 28th in the church basement. 
Those who donate will be given a $5.00 McDonald’s 
Arch Card. To schedule an appointment, visit the Knights 
of Columbus table in the narthex, log on to 
www.heartlandbc.org or call Ken Hinkle, 815-609-0130. 
 The 3rd Annual Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Contest will be held at 1:00 pm Sunday, 
January 31st, at Plainfield South High School, Caton 
Farm and Ridge Roads. The free competition is open to 
children ages 10 to 14. More information is available by 
calling Dennis Nelson, 815-954-3194 or visiting 
www.kofc14283.org. 
 The St. Francis Xavier and Good Shepherd 
Knights of Columbus will be hosting a Super Bowl 
Extravaganza Sunday, February 7th in the Good 
Shepherd Clubhouse on Rt. 59 in front of St. Mary 
Immaculate Church in Plainfield. Doors will open at 1:30 
pm. Festivities will begin at 2:00 pm. Kickoff is slated for 
5:28 pm. The cost is $20.00 per person at the door. It 
includes all-you-can-eat and drink. More information is 
available by calling 765-618-2440 or 815-954-3194. 



Mass: ............................... Saturday, 4:30 pm 
                                               Sunday, 8:30 and 10:00 am 
Office Hours: .................. Monday thru Thursday 
                                                8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Friday ..............................  8:30 am to 1:00 pm 

Telephone: ...................... 815/609-8077 

Fax: .................................. 815/609-8078 

E-mail .............................. Missionlands@air-wans.com 

Pastor: ............................. Fr. Kevin Spiess  

Weekend Assistant ......... Fr. John Tapper 

GOF Coordinator ........... Nancy Akin 
Religious Education Program 

GOF/Ministry Records ... Jackie White 

Spiritual Companion: ...... Sister M. Gesuina Bongiorno, O.S.M. 

Music Coordinator: ......... Justin Koszarek 
                                 music@st-francis-xavier.com 

Secretary: ......................... Sandie Kusturin 

Registration: .................... Please call or stop by the office. 

Web site: .......................... st-francis-xavier.com 

Webmaster ...................... webmaster@st-francis-xavier.com  

PARISH REGISTRATION: All Catholics are expected to 
register in the parish they wish to worship in. We encourage you 
to register through the simple process of picking up the form in 
the back of church or by telephoning the office and complete the 
simple questionnaire.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (Generations of Faith) 
Registration takes place from May through August. Classes begin 
in September and are held twice a month on Sunday after the 
10:00 am Mass. 

PARISH MINISTRIES: If you would like to join one of our 
parish ministries (lector, Communion minister, catechists, etc.) 
please call the office for details. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will be on 
Thursday after the 9:00 am Mass until 4:00 pm for the first three 
Thursdays of Advent, December 3rd, 10th & 17th. 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION: 
Reconciliation: Confessions will be held the 1st Saturday of 
each month beginning in December from 3:45 to 4:15 pm. 

Baptisms: Held periodically on Sunday after the 10:00 am Mass. 
No Baptisms are held during Lent or Advent. Please contact Dan 
& Laura Klebenow to schedule a Baptism Class, 815-577-9642. 
Our next Baptism date is February 14th immediately following 
the 10:00 am Mass.  

Marriages: Please contact the parish office when planning the 
sacramental celebration of a wedding. The proposed date needs to 
be cleared with the parish calendar prior to any other contractual 
arrangements. Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays, except 
during Advent and Lent.. 

Parish Registration: Forms can be found in the lobby of the 
church or you may call the parish office. 

Welcoming to our Catholic Faith (RCIA): Anyone seeking 
information regarding learning about our Catholic faith, or who 
would wish to join our faith traditions. Our inquiry program 
begins in late September and continues through Holy Week. We 
would be delighted to introduce you to our faith community. 

SHOUT TO THE LORD, 
“CATHOLICS COME HOME!!!” 

The Lord wants you to do your part to support the 
“Catholics Come Home” Campaign. The Good Shepherd 
delights in finding His lost sheep. Invite relatives, 
friends and even people who you struggle to be friends 
with to attend: 

A Joliet Diocese 
Charismatic Renewal Healing Mass 

Scheduled on the last  
Sunday of each month 
The next mass will be 

Held on Sunday, January 31st 
6:00 pm 

Sacred Heart church 
114 S. Elizabeth Street 

Lombard, Il 60148 
Fr. Jason Brooks, celebrant 

 
Come join us and be filled with the peace and love the 
Holy Spirit and your brothers and sisters in Christ! 

 

Life’s  Healing  Weekend 
Retreat            

 February 26, 27, 28, 2010  
Location: Bishop Lane Retreat 
Center 

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart                                      
 7708 E. McGregor Rd, Rockford IL 61102                                                            
Please call (630) 892-2371 For Reservations 

 
Come and Participate!  

                       
Life’s Healing Weekend leads the participant through the 
natural grieving process of emotional, physical and spiritual 
hurts, and explores how disappointments, abuse, losses and 
sudden changes can destructively affect and control our 
lives. It concludes with a focus on the liberating impact life-
inflicted wounds, and respecting this rhythm forgiveness can 
have in one’s life. The entire process is natural – not 
contrived to result in a predetermined outcome.  
Recognizing that there is a rhythm to healing at all times, the 
participant decides the extent of her/his involvement. 
 
Please invite all those who you might think will benefit of this 
retreat or any of our upcoming retreats. Everyone is welcome!    



   Please pray for . . . 
 Carmella Fennessy 
 Paul Fischer (parishioner) 
 Tom Kulasik (parishioner) 
 Dolores Levy (grandmother of Tracy Wittman) 
 Larry Carmack (father of Tracey Vogen) 
 Agnes Badar (mother of Monica Hehl) 
 Joe Babin (parishioner) 
 Nancy Tevsh (mother of Theresa Thoms) 
 Virginia Henry (granddaughter or Pat Yuretich) 
 Alysse Nicholson 
 Bob Hamaker (father of David, parishioner) 
 our parish families and friends, sick, well and deceased 
all members of the Armed Forces and their families, our pastor, 
our bishop and our pope 

Please submit all articles for the bulletin in writing  no later than 10:00 pm on Mondays. You may fax (815/609-8078) or email (Missionlands@air-
wans.com) your article.   

Mass Schedule January 30th & 31st, 2010 

Eucharistic  
Minister 

Douglas Czurylo 
Churck Ritli * ** 

Grace Senese 

Mary Abbott 
Liam Abbott * 

Mary Ann Lederer 

Sr. Nancy Gannon 
Tom Mulcahy * 

Sr. Monica Sesko ** 

Lector Peggy Callaghan Kathy Roberts Cindy Koszarek 

Greeter Helen Kopycinski Kumrow Family Toman Family 

* Altar Ministers ** Sacristan Assistant   

 Saturday 
4:30 pm 

Sunday 
8:30 am 

Sunday 
10:00 am 

Our Sunday Offering  
January 17, 2010 

Envelopes used: (106)                                  $2,641.00 
Loose currency:                                   489.00 
Total:                                                             $3,130.00 

 
Catholic Relief Services—Haiti  

Total:                                $2,377.12 
 
Total Active Registered  Families                         414 
           Thank you for your generosity!   

 

Mass Schedule January 23rd & 24th, 2010 
Eucharistic  

Minister 
Chuck Ritli * ** 

Grace Senese 
Kathleen Thoman 

Mary Abbott 
Liam Abbott * 

Mary Ann Lederer 

Ken Hinkle * ** 
Bob Thies 

Christa Selig 

Lector Peggy Conrad Jacquelyn Bennett David Naprstek 

Greeter Mazzone Family Roy Ryan Family Helen Kopycinski 

 Saturday, January 23rd    4:30 pm Nancy DeMatteo (Don & Jean Newhall) 
 Sunday, January 24th    8:30 am Deceased members of McCay Family (John McCay) 
 Sunday, January 24th  10:00 am St. Francis Xavier Parishioners 
 Saturday, January 30th    4:30 pm St. Francis Xavier Parishioners 
 Sunday, January 31st    8:30 am Deceased members of McCay Family (John McCay) 
 Sunday, January 31st  10:00 am St. Francis Xavier Parishioners  

PLEASE NOTE:  
Those of you who would like to attend mass, Fr. Spiess will 

celebrate Mass at 9:00 am on Monday  
and Thursday of this week. 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
This week, the Annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
comes to a close. We pray that throughout the year all 
Christians would be good stewards of their relationships, 
seeking to understand each other, being always patient and 
humble and listening to one another, so that the body of Christ 
may be truly united. 
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