


From the Pastor . . .  
    
WE ARE OFF . . . 

 Our new year, 2010, has already 
begun. I hope that the coming year is 
filled with many blessings and 
wonderful opportunities. Special thanks 
for all the cards and best wishes sent to 
myself and the staff during the Christmas Season. 
 Our Christmas decorations came down but I 
would be remiss if I didn’t again thank the handful of 
volunteers who assisted in decorating the church. They 
did such a wonderful service for all of us. If you were 
interested from where the handmade banners came . . . 
They are a gift from Divine Savior Parish, Downers 
Grove, where I recently served as the Parish 
Administrator.  
 Our Parish Council will be meeting in the near 
future. If you have any topics you would like to suggest, 
please leave a message at the office. 
 Weekly attendance at Mass and daily prayer 
together as a family should be a collective New Year’s 
resolution for all of us. Let’s put our priorities in 
order and make this a great year! 
 
   Cordially, 
 
   
 
 
   Father Kevin J. Spiess 
               Pastor 

Welcomed into our parish 
community: 

 
Matthew Frank Westall 
Son of James & Carrie 
Alaina Faith Wilmoth 

Daughter of Chad & Jennifer 

MANNA UPDATE. . .  
 A big thank you to all of you who purchased Manna 
during the month of December. Also, some people were 
generous and purchased gift cards, which were then passed on 
to the needy families in our parish. We made a profit of over 
$350. With parishioners purchasing Manna on a regular basis, 
we could have that kind of profit every month. Remember we 
try to keep in stock Jewel, Strack & VanTil, Kohl’s, Wal-Mart, 
Speedway & BP. We also have a variety of other local 
businesses. Please ask if there is anything special we could 
order for you. One person ordered a large quantity of Home 
Depot cards to purchase supplies for a home remodeling 
project. This is just an example of how, with a little thought and 
planning, you can purchase Manna cards and benefit our 
church. There will be no Manna sales on January 23 & 24th.   

Marilyn Watson—Marilyn@jaswatson.com 

SAINT AGNES (died 304) 
January 21 
 Writing about Saint Agnes in the year 377, 
Saint Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, declared: “This is a 
virgin’s birthday into heaven: let us imitate her chastity! 
And a martyr’s heavenly birthday: let us offer ourselves 
in sacrifice!” Chastity: mastery of oneself in order to 
give of oneself whether in the priestly, religious, 
married, or single state. Sacrifice: “to make holy,” to set 
someone or something apart for service. Ambrose knew 
these virtues indispensable for discipleship, but 
challenging to practice in his world—or our own. Barely 
a teenager, Agnes faced gruesome tortures bravely and, 
when ordered to worship pagan gods, boldly made the 
Sign of the Cross instead. Thus, her youthful courage 
strengthened adult believers who wavered under 
persecution or grew indifferent when persecutions 
passed. To bestow on Agnes its highest honor and keep 
her witness fresh in believers’ hearts, the Church 
inscribed her name at the heart of the Eucharistic 
liturgy, in the Roman Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I), until 
Vatican II the Roman Church’s only Eucharistic Prayer. 
—Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday:1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Mk 3:13-19, or any readings  
 from the Mass “For Peace and Justice,”  
 nos. 887-891 
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday:        Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19;1 Cor 12: 
         12-30 [12-14, 27]; Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus performed a miracle at the Wedding 
Feast in Cana. Let Jesus touch your marriage in a special way at 
a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. Plan to attend a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend on February 19-21, 
2010. Contact Jerry & Darlene Huston, 630-577-0778. for 
more information visit our website wwejoliet.org. 

At the wedding in Cana, Jesus turned what would have 
been an embarrassing situation for the bride and groom 
into a glorious event. The servants trusted Jesus and did 
as He told them. Through our Lord, a miracle took 
place—transforming the ordinary into the extraordinary! 
Good stewards know that when they trust in God and step 
out of their comfort zones, their ordinary gifts can be 
transformed for extraordinary purposes. 



2009—2010 GOF CALENDAR 
GOF Classes: January 24, February 7 & 21, March 14 & 21, 
April 18 & 25, May 16. (classes meet at 11:15 am) 
Confirmation Classes for 2010 Confirmandi: January 24, 
February 21, March 21, April 25, May 16.(classes meet at 8:30 
am) 
First Communion Classes: February 20, March 7, April 17, 
May 2 (classes meet at 11:15 am) 
First Communion: May 8, 9:30 am & 1:00 pm, practice May 
6, 7:00 & 8:00 pm 
First Reconciliation Classes: (4th & 4th grade) February 6, 
March 13, Reconciliation March 20, 9:30 am 

 As part of the Generations of Faith Program, you 
and your family are expected to attend Sunday mass on a 
regular basis. Only by using your offertory envelopes can 
we acknowledge this attendance.  
 If you are interested in becoming a catechist, please 
call the parish office.  

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE 
Sexual abuse is a sin and a crime. Victims of sexual abuse, in 
addition to contacting civil authorities, are asked to come forward 
in order to receive pastoral assistance. The Church has a 
responsibility to help victims of sexual abuse and to ensure that 
offenders are brought to justice. Reports may be made to any 
pastor or to Mrs. Barbara Jarvis Pauls, 815-263-6467 or contact 
DCFS, 800-25-ABUSE. 

GENERATIONS OF FAITH 
 As 2010 “rings in,” we think about our resolutions for 
the New Year. We make promises . . . To ourselves and to 
others, Why not focus on the promises you make to yourself 
and God? 
1. Resolve to attend mass weekly. 
2. Resolve to participate in a GOF gathering once per month, 

starting either with January 10th or January 24th. In the 
months of January, February and March, children Pk-
grades 7, will meet in the basement with their catechists. 
They should bring their books. 8th grade students, high 
school students and adults will meet in the Church. All 
meetings begin promptly at 11:15 am. 

3. Resolve to do the GOF homework as a family. For January, 
the theme is “Praying with Your Children,” so each night, use 
your child’s GOF book to find a prayer to pray as a family. 

4. Be an example for your children. Let them see you praying. 
Resolutions are not made to be broken. Like the cold 
winter weather, they are created with strength. By Spring, 
when the ice melts, your resolutions will have grown into 
determined actions. 

Nancy Akin 
GOF Coordinator 

SURPRISES 
 Life is full of surprises, some pleasant, some not. 
The scriptures are filled with stories of God’s surprises 
cropping up when they are least expected: younger 
children obtaining the inheritance; the lowliest being 
seated highest up; an itinerant preacher, killed like a 
criminal, exalted to eternal, heavenly glory. 
 Anybody who has planned a wedding or similar 
event knows that they are filled with opportunities for 
surprises. For the bridegroom in today’s Gospel story, 
who has no direct contact with Jesus, the pleasant surprise 
came because somebody else paid attention and had faith 
in Jesus. 
 We may think that the point of today’s familiar 
story of the wedding at Cana is that when we have faith in 
Jesus, our lives will be pleasantly changed. A Christian, 
however, needs to have a broader perspective and realize 
that to have faith in Christ means that somebody’s life—
not necessarily our own—will be surprised for the better. 
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

SNOW PLOWING—Our contracted snow plower has offered 
to plow parishioners’ driveways at a reasonable cost and will 
donate $5.00 back to St. Francis Xavier for each driveway 
plowed. We also have several parishioners who also snow 
plow. If you are interested, please call the parish office, 815-
609-8077. 

Pray the Rosary and meditate on its holy mysteries the second 
and fourth Tuesday evening in church from 7:00 to 8:00 
pm. If you are interested please contact Don & Jean Newhall 
for more information, 815/436-5570. 

The L.O.S.S. (Loving Outreach to Survivors of Suicide) 
Program, provides support and services to those who are 
grieving a death by suicide of a family member of close friend. 
Eight sessions and two monthly follow-up meetings will be 
offered. Meetings will be held on Thursdays, February 4th 
through March 25th, April 22nd & May 27th, from7:00 to 
9:00 pm at St. Francis of Assisi Church, 1501 Boughton Rd. in 
Bollingbrook. If you are interested call Pamela Kostecki, 815-
723-3405, x 1156. 

KNIGHTS CORNER 
 The St. Francis Xavier Knights of Columbus and 
Heartland Blood Centers are celebrating National Blood Donor 
Month by hosting a blood drive from 3:00 to 7:00 pm on 
Thursday, January 28th in the church basement. Those who 
donated will be given a $5.00 McDonald’s Arch Card. To 
schedule an appointment, visit www.heartlandbc.org or call 
Ken Hinkle, 815-609-0130. 
 The 3rd annual Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Contest will be held at 1:00 pm, Saturday, January 31st at 
Plainfield South High School, Caton Farm & Ridge Roads. The 
free competition is open to those ages 10—14. 



Mass: ............................... Saturday, 4:30 pm 
                                               Sunday, 8:30 and 10:00 am 
Office Hours: .................. Monday thru Thursday 
                                                8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Friday ..............................  8:30 am to 1:00 pm 

Telephone: ...................... 815/609-8077 

Fax: .................................. 815/609-8078 

E-mail .............................. Missionlands@air-wans.com 

Pastor: ............................. Fr. Kevin Spiess  

Weekend Assistant ......... Fr. John Tapper 

GOF Coordinator ........... Nancy Akin 
Religious Education Program 

GOF/Ministry Records ... Jackie White 

Spiritual Companion: ...... Sister M. Gesuina Bongiorno, O.S.M. 

Music Coordinator: ......... Justin Koszarek 
                                 music@st-francis-xavier.com 

Secretary: ......................... Sandie Kusturin 

Registration: .................... Please call or stop by the office. 

Web site: .......................... st-francis-xavier.com 

Webmaster ...................... webmaster@st-francis-xavier.com  

PARISH REGISTRATION: All Catholics are expected to 
register in the parish they wish to worship in. We encourage you 
to register through the simple process of picking up the form in 
the back of church or by telephoning the office and complete the 
simple questionnaire.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (Generations of Faith) 
Registration takes place from May through August. Classes begin 
in September and are held twice a month on Sunday after the 
10:00 am Mass. 

PARISH MINISTRIES: If you would like to join one of our 
parish ministries (lector, Communion minister, catechists, etc.) 
please call the office for details. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will be on 
Thursday after the 9:00 am Mass until 4:00 pm for the first three 
Thursdays of Advent, December 3rd, 10th & 17th. 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION: 
Reconciliation: Confessions will be held the 1st Saturday of 
each month beginning in December from 3:45 to 4:15 pm. 

Baptisms: Held periodically on Sunday after the 10:00 am Mass. 
No Baptisms are held during Lent or Advent. Please contact Dan 
& Laura Klebenow to schedule a Baptism Class, 815-577-9642. 
Our next Baptism date is February 14th immediately following 
the 10:00 am Mass.  

Marriages: Please contact the parish office when planning the 
sacramental celebration of a wedding. The proposed date needs to 
be cleared with the parish calendar prior to any other contractual 
arrangements. Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays, except 
during Advent and Lent.. 

Parish Registration: Forms can be found in the lobby of the 
church or you may call the parish office. 

Welcoming to our Catholic Faith (RCIA): Anyone seeking 
information regarding learning about our Catholic faith, or who 
would wish to join our faith traditions. Our inquiry program 
begins in late September and continues through Holy Week. We 
would be delighted to introduce you to our faith community. 

CATHOLICS COME HOME 
Take another look . . . 
If you left the church 

Or felt the church left you 
Or you just slipped away 

Or have questions and just don’t understand 
Or say that you’re a Catholic but rarely go to church 

and don’t feel connected 
Or you’re looking to find God and to follow Jesus in a 

way that you can’t do on your own 
Take another look . . .  

At our Website 
www.CatholicsComeHomeJOLIET.org. Make a first 
contact by calling your local parish and/or by visiting 

our website. 

 

Life’s  Healing  Weekend 
Retreat            

 February 26, 27, 28, 2010  
Location: Bishop Lane Retreat 
Center 

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart                                      
 7708 E. McGregor Rd, Rockford IL 61102                                                            
Please call (630) 892-2371 For Reservations 

 
Come and Participate!  

                       
Life’s Healing Weekend leads the participant through the 
natural grieving process of emotional, physical, and spiritual 
hurts, and explores how disappointments, abuse, losses and 
sudden changes can destructively affect and control our 
lives. It concludes with a focus on the liberating impact life-
inflicted wounds, and respecting this rhythm forgiveness can 
have in one’s life. The entire process is natural – not 
contrived to result in a predetermined outcome.  
Recognizing that there is a rhythm to healing at all times, the 
participant decides the extent of her/his involvement. 
 
Please invite all those who you might think will benefit of this 
retreat or any of our upcoming retreats. Everyone is welcome!    

St. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a reason. 
How has God blessed you? Are you using your gifts according 
to God’s plan, helping to do His work here on earth? 
Remember that if you don’t do the work God planned for you, 
no one else can do it. 
“To each individual the manifestation of the spirit is given for 

some benefit.” 1 Corinthians 12:7 



   Please pray for . . . 
 Carmella Fennessy 
 Paul Fischer (parishioner) 
 Tom Kulasik (parishioner) 
 Dolores Levy (grandmother of Tracy Wittman) 
 Larry Carmack (father of Tracey Vogen) 
 Agnes Badar (mother of Monica Hehl) 
 Joe Babin (parishioner) 
 Nancy Tevsh (mother of Theresa Thoms) 
 Virginia Henry (granddaughter or Pat Yuretich) 
 Alysse Nicholson 
 Bob Hamaker (father of David, parishioner) 
 our parish families and friends, sick, well and deceased 
all members of the Armed Forces and their families, our pastor, 
our bishop and our pope 

Please submit all articles for the bulletin in writing  no later than 10:00 pm on Mondays. You may fax (815/609-8078) or email (Missionlands@air-
wans.com) your article.   

Mass Schedule January 16th & 17th, 2010 

Eucharistic  
Minister 

Robin Fabek ** 
Christine Martinez * 

Jeanne Rost 

Mary Abbott 
Liam Abbott * 

Mary Ann Lederer 

Douglas Czurylo 
Tome Mulcahy * ** 

Christa Selig 

Lector Mark Rost Kathy Roberts Susan Medina 

Greeter Arce Family Helen Kopycinski Kostelz Family 

* Altar Ministers ** Sacristan Assistant   

 Saturday 
4:30 pm 

Sunday 
8:30 am 

Sunday 
10:00 am 

Our Sunday Offering  
January 10, 2010 

Envelopes used: (141)                                  $3,438.00 
Loose currency:                                   556.30 
Total:                                                             $3,994.30 
 
Total Active Registered  Families                         414 
           Thank you for your generosity!   

 

Mass Schedule January 23rd & 24th, 2010 
Eucharistic  

Minister 
Chuck Ritli * ** 

Grace Senese 
Kathleen Thoman 

Mary Abbott 
Liam Abbott * 

Mary Ann Lederer 

Ken Hinkle * ** 
Bob Thies 

Christa Selig 

Lector Peggy Conrad Jacquelyn Bennett David Naprstek 

Greeter Mazzone Family Roy Ryan Family Helen Kopycinski 

 Saturday, January 16th    4:30 pm St. Francis Xavier Parishioners 
 Sunday, January 17th    8:30 am Deceased members of thee McKay Family (John McKay) 
 Sunday, January 17th  10:00 am Dunne & Abbott Families (Mary Abbott) 
 Saturday, January 23rd    4:30 pm Nancy DeMatteo (Don & Jean Newhall) 
 Sunday, January 24th    8:30 am Deceased members of McCay Family (John McCay) 
 Sunday, January 24th  10:00 am St. Francis Xavier Parishioners 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Those of you who would like to attend mass, Fr. Spiess will 

celebrate Mass at 9:00 am on Monday  
and Thursday of this week. 

 
 
 

 
Richard & Anne Drolet 

WE’RE HAPPY YOU HAVE DECIDED TO TAKE THIS 
JOURNEY WITH US! 



Church Name & Number — 
St. Francis Xavier (Catholic Center of Plainfield) 
105576.011710 
 
Address — 
2500 Arbeiter Road Joliet, IL 60431 
Phone — 
815-609-8077 
 
Contact Person — 
Sandie Kusturin 
 
Software— 
Microsoft Publisher 2007 
Adobe Acrobat 9.0 
Windows XP Professional 
 
Printer— 
HP LaserJet 4100 
 
Number of Pages Sent — 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
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