


APOSTLES OF THE GOOD
NEWS
The baptism of Jesus
by His cousin, John, may seem
odd to us. Here are all the
people lining up who have
responded to John’s call to
repent and be baptized and who
are then urged by him to go
and live good lives. Here also
is Jesus, quietly waiting His
turn, and we wonder: Why
does the Savior of the world need baptism? This, as we might
expect, is not to be a simple baptism of water. As John the
Baptist had foretold, the heavens open and power pours down
upon Jesus from the Holy Spirit. He is revealed as the Beloved
Son, the one Saint Paul later described as the one “who gave
Himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness and to cleanse
for Himself a people as His own, eager to do what is
good” (Titus 2:14). After He was raised from the dead and
before His ascension into heaven, Jesus appeared to His
disciples, or followers. He reminded them that John had
baptized with water, but that they “in a few days . . . will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). At Pentecost the
power of the Holy Spirit fills His followers. They become His
apostles, the ones sent forth, and begin to take the Good News
of the Savior out into the world—healing, forgiving, binding up
wounds, teaching, and preaching—all in His name. We too are
disciples, always learning more about our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, but we are also His apostles in the world today. In
the words of the great Saint Teresa of Avila:
Christ has no body now but yours,
no hands, no feet on earth but yours,
yours are the eyes with which He looks compassion
on this world,
yours are the feet with which He walks to do good,
yours are the hands with which He blesses

all the world.
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

Living Stewardship Now
“He became what we are that He might make us what

He is.” —Saint Athanasius
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

MANIFESTING THE SPIRIT

The Christmas season closes this Sunday with the
Baptism of the Lord. This feast is a sister to last week’s
feast of the Epiphany. Each of them celebrates an
“epiphany,” or a manifestation of the Spirit of God in
Jesus—first in His birth, and now at His baptism.

The divine Spirit is manifested in all of the
scriptures for this feast. Psalm 104 highlights the Spirit of
God creating and renewing the earth, while the reading
from Isaiah describes God restoring Israel. In Luke’s
account of the baptism of the Lord the Holy Spirit
descends upon Jesus. And the letter from Titus reminds us
that the Holy Spirit was “richly poured out” on us also,
through the “bath of rebirth” (Titus 3:5, 6).
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PLEASE NOTE:
Those of you who would likeatibend mass, Fr. Spiess wil
celebrate Mass at 9:00 am on Monday
and Thursday of this week.

SAINT HILARY (c. 315-367)
January 13

Born in Poitiers, France, whose
populace would later elect him bishop,
Hilary, married and a father, was
converted from paganism to Christianity
through his reading of scripture. The
focus of his prayerful study was the Prologue to the
Gospel according to John, which portrays Jesus as the
divine Logos, eternally begotten of the Father. As a result,
Hilary became in the words of the biblical scholar
Jerome, “the Latin Trumpet against the Arians,” heretics
who believed Jesus to be merely human, not divine. In
defense of Christ’s divinity, Hilary was not only eloquent
in debate but utterly fearless in the face of relentless
persecution and even exile. Thus by the witness of his
own discipleship, Hilary taught that faith in Jesus as the
divine Son of God has consequences. Reflecting on Jesus’
challenge to his disciples, “You are the salt of the
earth” (Matthew 5:13), Hilary notes that, as salt both
preserves from corruption and adds savor to food, so must
the faithful disciple bear a witness that, by word and

example, leads others to immortality and virtuous living.
—Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Baptism: A Beginning

Baptism signaled the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. It signals the
beginning of ours as well. For us, baptism begins at the font,
but it doesn’t end there. Baptism is promise, not fulfillment.
Baptism is for growth, growth into communion with all others
who have been baptized. When we are immersed in the waters
of baptism, we rise because of God’s ‘“favor,” we rise by a
“given” energy not our own. We name that life force the Holy
Spirit. What does Baptism say to us? Baptism says, “You don’t
have to be your own leader, a self-made person. You don’t have
to rely only on yourself to be successful.” In the community of
the Church, all the baptized find security, service, success and
wondrous favor.

MANNA UPDATE...

A big thank you to all of you who purchased Manna
during the month of December. Also, some people were
generous and purchased gift cards, which were then passed on
to the needy families in our parish. We made a profit of over
$350. With parishioners purchasing Manna on a regular basis,
we could have that kind of profit every month. Remember we
try to keep in stock Jewel, Strack & VanTil, Kohl’s, Wal-Mart,
Speedway & BP. We also have a variety of other local
businesses. Please ask if there is anything special we could
order for you. One person ordered a large quantity of Home
Depot cards to purchase supplies for a home remodeling
project. This is just an example of how, with a little thought and
planning, you can purchase Manna cards and benefit our
church. There will be no Manna sales on January 23 & 24th.

Marilyn Watson—Marilyn@jaswatson.com




As part of the Generations of Faith Program, you
and your family are expected to attend Sunday mass on a
regular basis. Only by using your offertory envelopes can
we acknowledge this attendance.

If you are interested in becoming a catechist, please
call the parish office.

2009—2010 GOF CALENDAR
GOF Classes: January 10 & 24, February 7 & 21, March 14 &
21, April 18 & 25, May 16. (classes meet at 11:15 am)
Confirmation Classes for 2010 Confirmandi: January 24,
February 21, March 21, April 25, May 16.(classes meet at 8:30
am)
First Communion Classes: February 20, March 7, April 17,
May 2 (classes meet at 11:15 am)
First Communion: May 8§, 9:30 am & 1:00 pm, practice May
6, 7:00 & 8:00 pm
First Reconciliation Classes: (4th & 4th grade) January 16,
February 6, March 13, Reconciliation March 20, 9:30 am

IMPORTANT!
Change of Date for First Reconciliation Class
From January 2nd to January 16th.
Please mark your calendars!

DIOCESAN REQUIREMENTS

The Diocese of Joliet requires that a child has two consecutive
years of religious education in order to receive a sacrament. (A
child would be eligible to receive a sacrament during the 2nd
consecutive year of religious education.) St. Francis Xavier
offers the following sacraments:

First Eucharist 2nd grade

First Reconciliation 2nd grade

Confirmation 9th grade (freshman year)

If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact
the parish office, 815/609-8077.

(Please note: a full year of religious education consists of
attendance at all classes with no more than the allotted
number of absences in any given year.)

Pre K and Kindergarten will attend first session last name
beginning A-L; second session last name beginning M-Z

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE

Sexual abuse is a sin and a crime. Victims of sexual abuse, in
addition to contacting civil authorities, are asked to come forward
in order to receive pastoral assistance. The Church has a
responsibility to help victims of sexual abuse and to ensure that
offenders are brought to justice. Reports may be made to any
pastor or to Mrs. Barbara Jarvis Pauls, 815-263-6467 or contact
DCFS, 800-25-ABUSE.

GENERATIONS OF FAITH

As 2010 “rings in,” we think about our resolutions for
the New Year. We make promises . . . To ourselves and to
others, Why not focus on the promises you make to yourself
and God?

1. Resolve to attend mass weekly.

2. Resolve to participate in a GOF gathering once per month,
starting either with January 10th or January 24th. In the
months of January, February and March, children Pk-
grades 7, will meet in the basement with their catechists.
They should bring their books. 8th grade students, high
school students and adults will meet in the Church. All
meetings begin promptly at 11:15 am.

3. Resolve to do the GOF homework as a family. For January,
the theme is “Praying with Your Children,” so each night, use
your child’s GOF book to find a prayer to pray as a family.

4. Be an example for your children. Let them see you praying.
Resolutions are not made to be broken. Like the cold
winter weather, they are created with strength. By Spring,
when the ice melts, your resolutions will have grown into
determined actions.

Nancy Akin
GOF Coordinator

TURNING THE TIDE

When everything goes against you, till it seems as though
you could not hold on a minute longer, never give up then,
for that is just the place and time that the tide will turn.

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

The people who approached John for baptism were poised
and ready. They were on the lookout for the coming of a
new leader, king, and liberator. John quickly informed them
that he was not the one they were looking for, that a mightier
one than he would be coming soon with a baptism of Spirit
and fire. The reference to fire here recalls ancient covenants
and purifications in which objects were cleansed by being
passed through fire. It also recalls God’s presence, which
was frequently accompanied by fire. John wanted his
listeners to realize that baptism with fire means both a
complete purification and also the presence of God (the Holy
Spirit) in all those so purified.

The Gospel goes on to recount how the Holy Spirit
comes upon Jesus, designating Him the long-awaited
Messiah. Perhaps all the people gathered at the Jordan didn’t
realize that Jesus was more than a human servant, but the
Spirit’s words were understood by those who preached after
Pentecost and by the author of today’s Gospel, who uses the
word “Son”” quite pointedly.

As the new calendar year begins, the story of the
necessary baptism of Jesus signals His journey from life to
death. This first revealing chapter of Jesus’ life story and its
meaning is set before us. This story will be told and
understood through the bright light of the Resurrection. We
are invited to take it all in and make it ours. What a

marvelous favor! Copyright © 2003, World Library Publications.
All rights reserved..



MASS: ceeveneecrennnccannncaennnnnns Saturday, 4:30 pm
Sunday, 8:30 and 10:00 am

Office Hours: ....ccceevevennees Monday thru Thursday

8:30 am to 4:30 pm

8:30 am to 1:00 pm

Telephone:........ccuueeunennn. 815/609-8077

] £ 88 000000000000000000000000000000000C 815/609-8078

o Tn L —— Missionlands(@air-wans.com
Pastor: .....eeeeeeiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnns Fr. Kevin Spiess

Weekend Assistant ......... Fr. John Tapper

PARISH REGISTRATION: All Catholics are expected to
register in the parish they wish to worship in. We encourage you
to register through the simple process of picking up the form in
the back of church or by telephoning the office and complete the
simple questionnaire.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (Generations of Faith)
Registration takes place from May through August. Classes begin
in September and are held twice a month on Sunday after the
10:00 am Mass.

PARISH MINISTRIES: If you would like to join one of our
parish ministries (lector, Communion minister, catechists, etc.)
please call the office for details.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will be on
Thursday after the 9:00 am Mass until 4:00 pm for the first three
Thursdays of Advent, December 3rd, 10th & 17th.
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION:

Reconciliation: Confessions will be held the 1st Saturday of
each month beginning in December from 3:45 to 4:15 pm.

Pray the Rosary and meditate on its holy mysteries the second
and fourth Tuesday evening in church from 7:00 to 8:00
pm. If you are interested please contact Don & Jean Newhall
for more information, 815/436-5570.

PROMISES FOR THE NEW YEAR
Promise to be so strong that nothing can disturb your
peace of mind.
Promise to make all your friends feel that there is
something special about them.
Promise to look at the sunny side of everything and make
your optimism come true.
Promise to think only of the best, to work only for the
best and to make the best come true.
Promise to be just as enthusiastic about the success of
others as you are about your own.
Promise to forget the mistakes of the past and press on to
greater achievements in the future.
Promise to wear a cheerful expression at all times and to
give every person you meet a smile.
Promise to give so much effort to the improvement of
yourself that you have no time to criticize others.
Promise to be too big for worry, too noble for anger, too
strong for fear and too happy to permit the presence of
trouble in your life.

GOF Coordinator........... Nancy Akin
Religious Education Program

GOF/Ministry Records ... Jackie White

Spiritual Companion:...... Sister M. Gesuina Bongiorno, O.S.M.

Music Coordinator:......... Justin Koszarek
music@st—francis—xavier. com

Secretary:....cccneeeseesseesneenne Sandie Kusturin

Registration:...........c........ Please call or stop by the office.

Wb SIHIES coooooooosaconcocooocaas st-francis-xavier.com

Webmaster ........ccceeeennnneee webmaster(@st-francis-xavier.com

Baptisms: Held periodically on Sunday after the 10:00 am Mass.
No Baptisms are held during Lent or Advent. Please contact Dan
& Laura Klebenow to schedule a Baptism Class, 815-577-9642.
Our next Baptism dates are January 17th and February 14th
immediately following the 10:00 am Mass.

Marriages: Please contact the parish office when planning the
sacramental celebration of a wedding. The proposed date needs to
be cleared with the parish calendar prior to any other contractual
arrangements. Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays, except
during Advent and Lent..

Parish Registration: Forms can be found in the lobby of the
church or you may call the parish office.

Welcoming to our Catholic Faith (RCIA): Anyone seeking
information regarding learning about our Catholic faith, or who
would wish to join our faith traditions. Our inquiry program
begins in late September and continues through Holy Week. We
would be delighted to introduce you to our faith community.

SNOW PLOWING—Our contracted snow plower has offered
to plow parishioners’ driveways at a reasonable cost and will
donate $5.00 back to St. Francis Xavier for each driveway
plowed. We also have several parishioners who also snow
plow. If you are interested, please call the parish office, 815-
609-8077.

CATHOLICS COME HOME
Take another look . . .
If you left the church
Or felt the church left you
Or you just slipped away
Or have questions and just don't understand
Or say that you're a Catholic but rarely go to church
and don't feel connected
Or you're looking to find God and to follow Jesus ina
way that you can't do on your own
Take another look . . .

At our Website
www.CatholicsComeHomeJOLIET.org. Make a first
contact by calling your local parish and/or by visiting

our website.



lease pray for . . .

Carmella Fennessy

Paul Fischer (parishioner)

Tom Kulasik (parishioner)

Dolores Levy (grandmother of Tracy Wittman)
Larry Carmack (father of Tracey Vogen)
Agnes Badar (mother of Monica Hehl)

Joe Babin (parishioner)

Nancy Tevsh (mother of Theresa Thoms)
Virginia Henry (granddaughter or Pat Yuretich)

Alysse Nicholson

Bob Hamaker (father of David, parishioner)

Florence Naprstek (mother of David, a parishioner)

our parish families and friends, sick, well and deceased
all members of the Armed Forces and their families, our pastor,
our bishop and our pope

HURTFUL SIN
Sin is not hurtful because it is forbidden, but it is
forbidden because it is hurtful.

—Benjamin Franklin
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December 25, 2009
Envelopes used:(162)
Loose currency:
Total:

December 27, 2009
Envelopes used:(64)
Loose currency:

Total:
Christmas Flowers

Total:

January 1, 2010
Envelopes (26)
Loose currency:
Total:

January 3, 2010

Envelopes used: (108)
Loose currency:
Total:

Total Active Registered Families
Thank you for your genero

fMass Eehedule January 9th & 10th, 2010

Saturday Sunday Sunday
4:30 pm 8:30 am 10:00 am
Eucharistic Robin Fabek ** Mary Ann Lederer * Ken Hinkle
Minister Chuck Ritli Barb Spalo Tom Mulcahy * **
Christa Selig Bob Spalo Bob Thies
Lector Jacquelyn Bennett Peggy Callaghan Beth Hana
Greeter Weber Family Roy Ryan Family Zappala Family

flass Sechedule ganuat# 16th & 17th, 2070

Eucharistic Robin Fabek ** Mary Abbott Douglas Czurylo
Minister Christine Martinez * Liam Abbott * Tome Mulcahy * **
Jeanne Rost Mary Ann Lederer Christa Selig
Lector Mark Rost Kathy Roberts Susan Medina
Greeter Arce Family Helen Kopycinski Kostelz Family
* Altar Ministers ** Sacristan Assistant

Mass Intentions

Saturday, January 9th 4:30 pm
Sunday, January 10th 8:30 am
Sunday, January 10th 10:30 am
Saturday, January 16th 4:30 pm
Sunday, January 17th 8:30 am
Sunday, January 17th 10:00 am

Patricia Esposito (St. Francis Savior Parishioners
Deceased members of McKay Family (John McKay)
Nancy Tevsh (Theresa Thoms & Scott Struckmeyer)

St. Francis Xavier Parishioners

Deceased members of thee McKay Family (John McKay)
Dunne & Abbott Families (Mary Abbott)

Please submit all articles for the bulletin in writing no later than 10:00 pm on Mondays. You may fax (815/609-8078) or email (Missionlands@air-

wans.com) your article.
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