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The Epiphany of the Lord January 3, 2010
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This day in many
parts of the world is called
Three Kings Day because of
today’s Gospel reading about
the visit of the three kings or
magi to see the child Jesus.
The church’s name for the
day, Epiphany, is based on a Greek word that means “fo
reveal” or ‘“make visible.” Here, the child Jesus is
honored not by his own people—and certainly not King
Herod—but by strangers from afar. Only Matthew’s
Gospel tells their story. There are not many details about
the magi, but pious legends have built up around them
over the centuries. A modern version is the operetta
Amahl and the Night Visitors, which used to be seen on
television at this time of year. The Jewish hope for
centuries had been that a Messiah, God’s Anointed One,
would be sent to the Jewish people to save them from
their sins and deliver them from their enemies. But here
we see that God reveals the Son not just to the Jews but to
the Gentiles, people like us who are also seeking a Savior,
one whom they recognize with joy. We have expected the
Savior all through Advent; we have celebrated the
wonderful gift of his birth during Christmas; and now, in
this new calendar year, what gifts will we present to him
in return? New Year’s resolutions often include a decision
to work off all those the extra pounds that we have gained
from all our feasting and celebrating. That is all well and
good as far as it goes, but why not resolve to do
something extra for those you love and something more
for the community in which you live? Show the love of
God that is at work in your heart, or as Saint Francis of
Assisi is thought to have said, “Preach the gospel at all

times. When necessary, use words.” Copyright © 2009, World Library
Publications. All rights reserved.

Living Stewardship Now

Kingly gifts . . .

.. for God: Love God, receive the sacraments, pray, study
God’s word.

.. for the Church: Serve in a parish ministry, contribute to the
offertory, support the missions.

.. for your community: Recycle, conserve natural resources, vote.

.. for family and friends: Make time for children, keep an
open door, relax together.

.. for yourself: Eat good food, exercise, develop your abilities,

and be thankful!
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved.

PLEASE NOTE:
Those of you who would like to attend mass, Fr. John Tapper will
celebrate Mass at 9:00 am on Monday and Deacon Jose Lopez
will lead a Communion Service Thursday of this week.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1Jn3:22 —4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1 Jn4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1Jn4:19 —5:4; Lk 4:14-22a

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29 or
Ps 104; Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-
7; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

RISE UP IN SPLENDOR

This great feast of the Epiphany of the Lord
opens with these words: “Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!
Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon
you” (Isaiah 60:1). That reading goes on to describe a
world covered with darkness. Even in that world, the
prophet announces that the glory of the Lord will shine on
Jerusalem. Many would agree that our world is covered
with darkness—the darkness that war, terrorism, and
famine bring. Today we announce that even in today’s
world, the Lord can scatter that darkness, if only we
would welcome Epiphany’s light. As we remember the
visit of the magi to the manger, let us pray that one day
our weary world will rise up in splendor—the splendor of
peace and justice. © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

SAINT ELIZABETH ANN SETON (1774-1821)
January 4

Though her liturgical designation is “religious,”
Elizabeth Seton, her feast-day prayer reminds us, was also
“wife, mother, educator, foundress.” Born into a wealthy
Episcopalian family, Elizabeth married William Seton,
whose untimely death in Italy where the young family
sought healing for William’s tuberculosis, left her, at
twenty-nine, a widow with five children. Inspired by the
faith and charity of the Italian family with whom they
stayed, Elizabeth embraced Catholicism despite her
family’s disowning her and ceasing financial support.
This woman of many firsts (and several vocations!)
opened the first free Catholic school, beginning the
American Catholic educational system, and founded the
first American religious community for women, the
Sisters of Charity. The tuberculosis that claimed her
husband took also her oldest and youngest daughters and,
finally, at just forty-seven, Elizabeth herself. Another
first: in 1975 she was canonized the first native-born
American saint. Once asked to summarize her spirituality,
she replied: “Fuaith lifts the staggering soul on one side,
hope supports it on the other, experience says it must be,
and love says let it be!” —peier Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.



As part of the Generations of Faith Program, you
and your family are expected to attend Sunday mass on a
regular basis. Only by using your offertory envelopes can
we acknowledge this attendance.

If you are interested in becoming a catechist, please
call the parish office.

2009—2010 GOF CALENDAR
GOF Classes: January 10 & 24, February 7 & 21, March 14 &
21, April 18 & 25, May 16. (classes meet at 11:15 am)
Confirmation Classes for 2010 Confirmandi: January 24,
February 21, March 21, April 25, May 16.(classes meet at 8:30
am)
First Communion Classes: February 20, March 7, April 17,
May 2 (classes meet at 11:15 am)
First Communion: May 8§, 9:30 am & 1:00 pm, practice May
6, 7:00 & 8:00 pm
First Reconciliation Classes: (4th & 4th grade) January 16,
February 6, March 13, Reconciliation March 20, 9:30 am

IMPORTANT!
Change of Date for First Reconciliation Class
From January 2nd to January 16th.
Please mark your calendars!

DIOCESAN REQUIREMENTS

The Diocese of Joliet requires that a child has two consecutive
years of religious education in order to receive a sacrament. (A
child would be eligible to receive a sacrament during the 2nd
consecutive year of religious education.) St. Francis Xavier
offers the following sacraments:

First Eucharist 2nd grade

First Reconciliation 2nd grade

Confirmation 9th grade (freshman year)

If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact
the parish office, 815/609-8077.

(Please note: a full year of religious education consists of
attendance at all classes with no more than the allotted
number of absences in any given year.)

Pre K and Kindergarten will attend first session last name
beginning A-L; second session last name beginning M-Z

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE

Sexual abuse is a sin and a crime. Victims of sexual abuse, in
addition to contacting civil authorities, are asked to come forward
in order to receive pastoral assistance. The Church has a
responsibility to help victims of sexual abuse and to ensure that
offenders are brought to justice. Reports may be made to any
pastor or to Mrs. Barbara Jarvis Pauls, 815-263-6467 or contact
DCFS, 800-25-ABUSE.

A NEW YEAR’S REFLECTION

Each New Year is a time when we think of new
beginnings. The very act of making resolutions shows that we
believe in the possibilities of life. The following is a story from
the book “Stories for all Season” that moves us to reflect on the
potential in every person’s live.

A story of two children. The parents of the first child
were somewhat mismatched. His father was unemployed with
no formal schooling. His mother was a teacher. This child, born
in Port Huron, Michigan, was estimated to have an IQ of §1. He
was withdrawn from school after three months—and was
considered backward by school officials. The child enrolled in
school two years late due to scarlet fever and respiratory
infections. And he was going deaf. His emotional health was
poor. He was stubborn, aloof and showed very little emotion.
He liked mechanics. He also like to play with fire and burned
down his father’s barn. He showed some manual dexterity, but
used very poor grammar, but he did want to be a scientist or a
railroad mechanic.

The second child showed not much more promise
either. This child was born of an alcoholic father. As a child she
was sickly, bedridden and often hospitalized. She was
considered erratic and withdrawn. She would bite her nails and
had numerous phobias. She wore a back brace from a spinal
defect and would constantly seek attention. She was a
daydreamer with no vocational goals, although she expressed a
desire to help the elderly and the poor.

Who were these children? The boy from Port Huron
became one of the world’s greatest inventors—Thomas A.
Edison. And the awkward and sickly young girl became a
champion of the oppressed—Eleanor Roosevelt. Would you
have voted either one of these children “most likely to
succeed?” Probably not.

A
year
that’s
full of
happiness
for you and
yours we pray.
And may a gleam
of friendly cheer
melt all your cares
away. With every joy
that a heart could wish to
light the Yule log’s glow
on faces of friends you
love, O may their number grow.
Let singing voices fill the air and
New Year’s bells ring out. Let everyone
with glad accord, a joyful message shout.
Let Christ abide within your heart and
hallow your desire and home and
may
your
day
with all of us
“God bless us every one.”
HAPPY 2010!!!



MASS: ceeveneecrennnccannncaennnnnns Saturday, 4:30 pm
Sunday, 8:30 and 10:00 am

Office Hours: ....ccceeveeraneee Monday thru Thursday
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
8:30 am to 1:00 pm

Telephone:........ccuueeunennn. 815/609-8077

] £ 88 000000000000000000000000000000000C 815/609-8078

o Tn L —— Missionlands(@air-wans.com
Pastor: .....eeeeeeiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnns Fr. Kevin Spiess

Weekend Assistant ......... Fr. John Tapper

PARISH REGISTRATION: All Catholics are expected to
register in the parish they wish to worship in. We encourage you
to register through the simple process of picking up the form in
the back of church or by telephoning the office and complete the
simple questionnaire.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (Generations of Faith)
Registration takes place from May through August. Classes begin
in September and are held twice a month on Sunday after the
10:00 am Mass.

PARISH MINISTRIES: If you would like to join one of our
parish ministries (lector, Communion minister, catechists, etc.)
please call the office for details.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will be on
Thursday after the 9:00 am Mass until 4:00 pm for the first three
Thursdays of Advent, December 3rd, 10th & 17th.

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION:
Reconciliation: Confessions will be held the 1st Saturday of
each month beginning in December.

THE “SECOND” TEN COMMANDMENTS
To begin your New Year

1. Thous shalt not worry, for worry is the most unproductive
of all human activities.

2. Thou shalt not be fearful, for most of the things we fear
never come to pass.

3. Thou shalt not cross bridges before you come to them, for
no one yet has succeeded in accomplishing this.

4. Thou shalt face each problem as it comes. You can only
handle one at a time anyway.

5. Thou shalt not take problems to bed with you, for they
make very poor bedfellows.

6. Thou shat not borrow other people’s problems. They can
better care for them than you can.

7. Thou shalt not try to relive yesterday for good or ill, it is
forever gone. Concentrate on what is happening in your life
and be happy now!

8. Thou shalt be a good listener, for only when you listen do
you hear ideas different than your own. It is hard to learn
something new when you are talking and some people do
know more than you do.

9. Thou shalt not become “bogged down” by frustration, for

90% of it is rooted in self pity and will only interfere with

positive action.

Thou shalt count only thy blessings, never overlooking the

small ones for a lot of small blessings add up to big ones.
St. Basis/Visitation Parish

10.

GOF Coordinator........... Nancy Akin
Religious Education Program

GOF/Ministry Records ... Jackie White

Spiritual Companion:...... Sister M. Gesuina Bongiorno, O.S.M.

Music Coordinator:......... Justin Koszarek
music@st—francis—xavier. com

Secretary:....cccneeeseesseesneenne Sandie Kusturin

Registration:...........c........ Please call or stop by the office.

Wb SIHIES coooooooosaconcocooocaas st-francis-xavier.com

Webmaster ........ccceeeennnneee webmaster(@st-francis-xavier.com

Baptisms: Held periodically on Sunday after the 10:00 am Mass.
No Baptisms are held during Lent or Advent. Please contact Dan
& Laura Klebenow to schedule a Baptism Class, 815-577-9642.
Our next Baptism dates are January 17th and February 14th
immediately following the 10:00 am Mass.

Marriages: Please contact the parish office when planning the
sacramental celebration of a wedding. The proposed date needs to
be cleared with the parish calendar prior to any other contractual
arrangements. Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays, except
during Advent and Lent..

Parish Registration: Forms can be found in the lobby of the
church or you may call the parish office.

Welcoming to our Catholic Faith (RCIA): Anyone seeking
information regarding learning about our Catholic faith, or who
would wish to join our faith traditions. Our inquiry program
begins in late September and continues through Holy Week. We
would be delighted to introduce you to our faith community.

Pray the Rosary and meditate on its holy mysteries the second
and fourth Tuesday evening in church from 7:00 to 8:00
pm. If you are interested please contact Don & Jean Newhall
for more information, 815/436-5570.

CATHOLICS COME HOME
Take another look . . .
If you left the church
Or felt the church left you
Or you just slipped away
Or have questions and just don't understand
Or say that you're a Catholic but rarely go to church
and don't feel connected
Or you're looking to find God and to follow Jesus ina
way that you can't do on your own
Take another look . . .

At our Website
www.CatholicsComeHomeJOLIET.org. Make a first
contact by calling your local parish and/or by visiting

our website.



lease pray fo'c -

Carmella Fennessy
Paul Fischer (parishioner)
Tom Kulasik (parishioner)

Joe Babin (parishioner)

Alysse Nicholson

Dolores Levy (grandmother of Tracy Wittman)
Larry Carmack (father of Tracey Vogen)
Agnes Badar (mother of Monica Hehl)

Nancy Tevsh (mother of Theresa Thoms)
Virginia Henry (granddaughter or Pat Yuretich)

Bob Hamaker (father of David, parishioner)
Florence Naprstek (mother of David, a parishioner)
our parish families and friends, sick, well and deceased

all members of the Armed Forces and their families, our pastor,

our bishop and our pope

Gux Sunday ﬂﬁ%‘u’n‘g

December 20, 2009
Envelopes used:(125) $2
Loose currency:
Total: $3

December 25th & 27th, 2009
Please see January 10th bulleti
Total Active Registered Families

Thank you for your generosii

SNOW PLOWING—Our contracted snow plower has offered
to plow parishioners’ driveways at a reasonable cost and will
donate $5.00 back to St. Francis Xavier for each driveway
plowed. We also have several parishioners who also snow
plow. If you are interested, please call the parish office, 815-
609-8077.

fMass Eehedule January 2nd & 3ed, 2010

Saturday Sunday Sunday
4:30 pm 8:30 am 10:00 am
Eucharistic Robin Fabek ** Mary Abbott Sr. Nancy Gannon
Minister ChurckRitli * Liam Abbott * Maureen Navarro *
Christa Selig Carol Angarola Sr. Monica Sesko**
Lector Steve Mazzone Peggy Conrad Cindy Koszarek
Greeter Helen Kopycinski Lyznicki Family Tetens Family

* Altar Ministers

** Sacristan Assistant

dflass §chedule January 9th & 10th, 2070

Saturday Sunday Sunday
Eucharistic Robin Fabek ** Mary Abbott Douglas Czurylo
Minister Christine Martinez * Liam Abbot * Tom Mulcahy * **
Jeanne Rost Mary Ann Lederer Christa Selig
Lector Mark Rost Kathy Roberts Susan Medina
Greeter Arce Family Helen Kopycinski Kostelz Family

Saturday, January 2nd
Sunday, January 3rd
Sunday, January 3rd
Saturday, January 9th
Sunday, January 10th
Sunday, January 10th

Mass Intentions

4:30 pm
8:30 am
10:00 am
4:30 pm
8:30 am
10:30 am

Deceased members of the McKay Family (John McKay)
Deceased members of the McKay Family (Johin McKay)
John Sarullo (sister)

Patricia Esposito (St. Francis Savior Parishioners
Deceased members of McKay Family (John McKay)
Nancy Tevsh (Theresa Thoms & Scott Struckmeyer)

Please submit all articles for the bulletin in writing no later than 10:00 pm on Mondays. You may fax (815/609-8078) or email (Missionlands@air-

wans.com) your article.
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