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February 1—Worship Committee  7:15p.m. 
February 4—Reconciliation  3:45-4:15p.m.      
February 22—Ash Wednesday 
 Mass—9:15a.m. 
 Prayer Service—4:30p.m. 
 Mass—7:00p.m.   
February 24—Daybreak 
February 26—1st Sunday in Lent 
March 3—Reconciliation 3:45-4:15p.m. 
March 7—Worship Committee  7:15p.m. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30 — 19:3;  

 Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17; Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4; Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 [22-32] 
Friday:  Sir 47:2-11; Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13; Mk 6:30-34 
Sunday:  Jb 7:1-4, 6-7; Ps 147; 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23;  
  Mk 1:29-39 

Additional Catechists will be needed for next year’s 
Generations of Faith program.  If you are thinking of 
volunteering  as a Catechist, you will need to attend 
the VIRTUS program called Protecting God’s Chil-
dren.  Holy Family Parish is offering this program 
and it is available to our parishioners.  The next avail-
able dates are:  
 Saturday, February 11th   
   10:00 a.m.—11:30a.m.   
 Saturday, March 3rd 
   10:00a.m.—11:30a.m. 
 
 If you are interested, please register by calling  

Holy Family Parish Office at  
815-725-6880 

Please note:  The 2012  Mass Record Book is open.  If 
you would like to have the community pray for a spe-
cial intention, you may request  that a Mass be offered 
for your intentions.  Please call the Office with your 
request. 

WHOSE AUTHORITY? 
 A man stands on your front doorstep, holding 
a Bible: 
“Good afternoon. May I share a few words of Chris-
tian truth with you?” 
“Sure. Where do you get this truth?” 
“From the Bible, of course.” 
“That’s your authority? The Bible?” 
“Yes, it’s the only authority for Christians.” 
“Can you prove that from the Bible?” 
“What do you mean?” 
“I mean I don’t believe the Bible claims to be the 
sole rule of faith. Please show me where the Bible 
claims such a status for itself.” 
Sometimes the conversation goes more like this: 
“Good afternoon. May I share a few words of Chris-
tian truth with you?” 
“No, I’m a Catholic.” 
The door closes. 
Many door-to-door proselytizers have good inten-
tions. They want to convert you to the “truth”—as 
they see it. From their perspective, the Bible is the 
sole authority for the Christian faith. Some are 
taught that Catholics are prohibited from reading the 
Bible or know nothing about the scriptures. How-
ever, not only do we have full access to the Bible, 
but we hear segments of it proclaimed every time we 
celebrate Mass. In today’s first reading God gives 
Moses the right to speak with divine authority to the 
people of Israel. In today’s readings Jesus and 
Moses are recognized as speaking and acting with 
the authority of God. Both Jesus and Moses acted as 
a bridge between the people and God. For us the 
scriptures are a bridge for God’s truth, but so are the 
sacraments and the lived experience of the Church—
what we call Tradition. It is part of our responsibility 
as disciples of Jesus to learn from the scriptures, to 
listen attentively at Mass, to read scripture prayer-
fully for ourselves, and to learn more about the Bible 
through reading, studying, and learning with others. 
Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
 

Living Stewardship Now 
 Join a scripture study group in your parish to 
listen more responsibly. Your parish doesn’t have a 
group? Start one. You need not be a scholar or an 
expert to begin. 
Copyright © 2011, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

NOT WITHOUT LOVE 
 The soul cannot live without love. 
—St. Francis de Sales 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

DIOCESAN REQUIREMENTS 

The Diocese of Joliet requires that a child has two 
consecutive years of religious education in order to 
receive a sacrament. (A child would be eligible to 

receive a sacrament during the 2nd consecutive year of 
religious education.) St. Francis Xavier offers the following 
sacraments: 
First Eucharist  2nd grade 
First Reconciliation 2nd grade 
Confirmation  9th grade (freshman year) 
If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact 
the parish office, 815/609-8077. 
(Please note: a full year of religious education consists of 
attendance at all classes with no more than the allotted 
number of absences in any given year.) 
Pre K and Kindergarten will attend  first session last name 
beginning A-L; second session last name beginning M-Z. 
 If your family is planning on attending 
Generations of Faith and has not yet registered, please 
contact the office NOW! 
                       *************************** 
Generations of Faith (GOF) is the Religious Ed 
Program practiced here at St. Francis Xavier.  
Sessions meet once a month from September 
through May.  It involves definite parental 
involvement. 
If you are interested in joining the program, please 
contact the parish office.. 

2011—2012 GOF CALENDAR 
GOF Classes:  January 29,  
February 5 & 26, March 4 & 18,  
April 22 & 29, May 6  All at 11:15a.m. 
Confirmation Classes for 2012:  , January 29,  
February 26, March 18, April 29, May 6.  All at 8:30 
a.m. 
First Communion Class Dates: February 18, March 
3, March 24, April 21.  All at 11:00a.m. 
1st Communion Mass: May 12    Mass time TBA 
 Practice May 10 at 7:00p.m. 

 
          CAN 
               YOU 
                    HELP? 

GENERATIONS OF FAITH 
Brrr...it’s January! 
We welcome in the New Year with cold weather, snow, and 
blowing winds.  What we need is comfort...comfort foods like 
hot soup, comfortable environments like family rooms with 
fireplaces ablaze, and good books to read to comfort our chil-
dren.  We also need comforting thoughts in our hearts.  To sa-
vor such thoughts, this month our Generations of Faith families 
will meet together to learn more about Blessed Pope John Paul 
II.  What a comfort he is to us!  His holiness is 
contagious and calls us to actively help build a 
new humanity.  Blessed John Paul II calls upon 
us—just ordinary people—to strive to lead ex-
traordinary lives. 
   Nancy Akin 
           GOF Coordinator 

   
  In today’s second reading St. Paul talks  
  about the fact that married couples have 
  to deal with the anxieties of the world.  
  Sometimes those stresses can really  
  have a negative impact on our marr 
  iages. Get away from all those worldly 
anxieties and take time to just focus on each other by 
making a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. At-
tend the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
on February 17-19, 2012. Contact Tim and Pat Doyle, 
630-577-0778. For more information visit our website at: 
wwmejoliet.org. 

   Provena Villa Franciscan is 
   a Catholic sponsored nursing  
   home in Joliet.  We are cur- 
   rently in need of pastoral care 
   volunteers to assist in litur 
   gies and in bringing Com-
munion to patients and residents.  The time commit-
ment is only about one hour a week—usually in the 
morning.  Training is available.  If you are inter-
ested in helping, please contact the Director of 
Spiritual Health, Paul Kselman, at 815-553-1212 
for an application. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 
 Forty days after Christmas, this week’s ancient 
feast of the Presentation of the Lord is an extension of 
the shining days of Christ’s coming into the depths of 
winter. This is the day when, for a thousand years, the 
Church has blessed a year’s supply of candles. In many 
places, a procession forms outside the church. The core 
memory is of Simeon and Anna’s meeting with the infant 
Jesus and his parents outside the temple on the fortieth 
day after the child’s birth, and the delight of going to the 
table of the Lord for the Eucharist, a foretaste of our final 
meeting with Christ. 
 For some Christians, today is known as “The 
Meeting,” suggesting not only the encounter in the tem-
ple, but also our assembly at the Lord’s table and our 
longing for the kingdom. One story suggests that the 
commotion made by so many candle-bearing, hymn-
singing faithful in the wintry fields of Germany on their 
joyful way to Mass stirred the badger from hibernation to 
examine this promise of springtime. The interrupted nap 
of the groundhog is amazingly linked to the light of 
Christ driving away the shadows of the world’s darkness. 
This beautiful feast only rarely falls on a Sunday. What 
better reason could there be for candles at dinner tonight? 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



PARISH REGISTRATION: All Catholics are expected to register in 
the parish they wish to worship in. We encourage you to register through 
the simple process of picking up the form in the back of church or by 
telephoning the office and complete the simple questionnaire.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: (Generations of Faith) Registration takes 
place from May through August. Classes begin in September and are 
held twice a month on Sunday after the 10:00 am Mass. 

PARISH MINISTRIES: If you would like to join one of our parish 
ministries (lector, Communion minister, catechists, etc.) please call the 
office for details. 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT will be held on 
Tuesday from 5-8p.m. and on Thursday after the 9:15 am Mass until 
10:45a.m.  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATIONS: 
We are delighted to celebrate the sacraments of Baptism & Marriage 
within our parish for registered families. If you have any questions, 
please contact our parish office, 815-609-8077 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION: 
 
Reconciliation: Confessions will be held the 1st Saturday of each month 
from 3:45 to 4:15 pm. 
 
Baptisms: Held periodically on Sunday after the 10:00 am Mass. Our 
next open baptism date  is February 19. 

Marriages: Please contact the parish office when planning the 
sacramental celebration of a wedding. The proposed date needs to be 
cleared with the parish calendar prior to any other contractual 
arrangements. Weddings are celebrated on Saturdays, except during 
Advent and Lent. 

Quinceanara—Must contact the parish 3 months prior to the requested 
date 

Welcoming to our Catholic Faith (RCIA): Anyone seeking 
information regarding learning about our Catholic faith, or who would 
wish to join our faith traditions. Our inquiry program begins in late 
September and continues through Holy Week. We would be delighted to 
introduce you to our faith community. 
 

   Saturday,  February 4     4:30p.m. St. Francis Xavier Parishioners  
 Sunday,  February 5     8:30a.m... Kwiek Family  (John & Mary Ann Lederer) 
 Sunday,  February 5   10:00a.m.         Michael Gannon (Sisters Nancy and Monica)            
       
 Saturday , January 28     4:30p.m.  St. Francis Xavier Parishioners   
 Sunday,  January 29     8:30a.m.  St. Francis Xavier Parishioners   
 Sunday,  January 29   10:00a.m  Tim Arntcen  (Newhall Familly & Rosary Group) 
       

Mass:…..Saturday, 4:30 pm               Sunday, 8:30 and 10:00 am 
Weekday Masses:  Monday & Thursday—9:15a.m. 
Office Hours: ...Monday & Thursday   8:30 am to 4:30 pm 
         Tuesday  8:30 to 3:00       Office closed on Wednesday   
                               Friday  8:30 am to 1:00 pm 
Telephone: …...815/609-8077     Fax:…...815/609-8078 

E-mail .............................. Missionlands@air-wans.com 

Pastor: ............................. Fr. Kevin Spiess  

Weekend Assistant ......... Fr. John Tapper 

Deacon…………………..Terry Safko 

Pastoral Associate…...….Sandra  Book 
Religious Education Program    GOF Coordinator….. Nancy Akin 

GOF/Ministry Records ... Jackie White 

Sacramental Preparation: Sister M. Gesuina  Bongiorno, O.S.M. 

Confirmation Director….....Bill Wiesbrook 

Music Coordinator: ......... Mark Epling 
Bulletin Coordinator...Sister Monica Sesko 

Web site: .......................... st-francis-xavier.com 

Webmaster ...................... webmaster@st-francis-xavier.com  

Mass Schedule for February 4th and  February 5th,  2012 

 Saturday 
4:30 pm 

Sunday 
8:30 am 

Sunday 
10:00 am 

GREETERS  Arce Family Bob and Barb Spalo Oesterreich Familly 

LECTOR Donna Suchy Kathy Thoman  S. Monica Sesko 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

*  Altar Minister 
 

SERVERS 
 
 

Manna workers 

Tim Drendel * 
Grace Senese 
Charles Ritli 
 
James Suchy 
Paolo Ritli 
 
Karen Campolattara 
Jean Ksiazak 

Christine Martinez* 
Helen Kopycinski 
David Naprstek 
                         
  Logan Simek 
 
 
Jim Thomas 

S.Nancy Gannon *     Mark Rose 
Tracy Wittman.       Doug Czurylo 
Tom Mulcahy 
 
Dulce Maria Lara 
Jacob Oesterreich 
 
Marilyn Watson 
Sue Liskunas 



   Please pray for . . . 
• Mary Kaffer (parishioner) 
• Paige Grandowski 

(Parishioner) 
• James M. Venditti 
• Kevin Wade 
 

(If you wish to ask the parish for prayers for someone, we would 
be delighted to list the name for one month at a time.  Please call 
the parish office with the names.) 

Please submit all articles for the bulletin in writing  no later than noon on Mondays. You may fax (815/609-8078) or email (Missionlands@air-
wans.com) your article AS AN ATTACHMENT.  

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
.January 29, 2012, Fourth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
Grant us, Lord our God, 
that we may honor you with all our mind, 
and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 
Reflection question: 
What can I do to come closer to loving everyone in 
truth of heart? 
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take 
place on Tuesday evening beginning January 
17th from 5:00  until 8:00p.m.  You are invited to 
spend some time in prayer.  Come for an hour or 
just a few minutes—but come! 

Our Sunday Offering  
January 15, 2012 

 
Envelopes used: (98)   $3512.00 
Loose currency:    $  387.00 
Total:     $3899.00 

January 22, 2012 
Envelopes used: (138)   $3343.00 
Loose currency:    $  782.00 
Total:     $4125.00 
 
Approximate number of Registered  Families ……. 451                
           Thank you for your generosity!   

(For your heart will always be where your riches are.)  
  Matthew 6:21. 

LEADERS 
 Leaders are like eagles. They don’t flock. 
You find them . . . one at a time. 
—Anonymous 

FALSE PROPHETS, TRUE PROPHETS 
 
 In Deuteronomy today we hear that God’s 
very words will fill the mouth of a true prophet, but 
a false prophet will, in a manner of speaking, put 
mere mortal words into God’s mouth. In Mark’s 
Gospel, we see Jesus teaching and healing as a true 
prophet, one filled with the authority of God’s own 
voice, the Holy One of God. 
 The whole history of our church is filled with 
both true and false prophets. But in today’s Gospel 
we learn that Jesus’ fame spread because he taught 
with authority; he wasn’t an authority because he 
was popular or famous. We also learn from him, in 
his desert temptation confrontations with Satan, that 
anyone can quote scripture, even against God’s pur-
poses. And today we hear that his authority was not 
like that of the scribes, who held the official posi-
tions of religious authority in his day. Our work is to 
do our best to discern the true prophets in our midst, 
and to be true prophets as well. The psalmist tells us 
how to do this: by not hardening our hearts when 
God speaks. If we truly listen to God, it will be 
God’s very words filling our mouths. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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